FADE | N:

EXT. SHORES OF THE DELAWARE/ Hl GH STREET — DAWN
A respl endent sun rises am d dark, portentous skies.
SUPERI MPCSE: PH LADELPHI A, AUGUST 28, 1769

The Pennsyl vani a Packet sits anong ships at port. Dashing first-
mat e, LAMBERT W CKES, 22, feeds crunbs to a flock of noisy seagulls.

A |l one kingbird, perched atop a sail, ignores the feeding frenzy
bel ow and flies to town. Descending upon a bread shop, the bird
retrieves a |loose pastry as it falls froma patron’s bag.

Next door, a newsboy gathers papers in the wi ndowfront office of
t he Pennsylvania Gazette. Wile making his early deliveries, he
approaches an archway | eading to Franklin Court.

Just as the kingbird soars overhead, a wonan’s muffl ed scream draws
the boy's attention to the illum nated second fl oor w ndow of the
Frankl i n househol d.

I NT. FRANKLI N COURT HOUSE - BEDROOM - CONTI NUOUS

The usual ly cheery, chatty, and chubby SARAH FRANKLI N BACHE, 25,
lies in labor. She is tended to by her tall, potbellied husband,

Rl CHARD BACHE, 31; dark-eyed, matronly nother, DEBORAH FRANKLI N, 62;
and African maid, MLLIE, 36.

As Deborah wi pes Sarah's forehead, MIlie prepares for the delivery.
Ri chard paces from bedpost to bedpost until hearing a NEWBORN cry.

Hol ding a knife, he carries a water-filled bedpan to his nother-in-

| aw. Toget her, they wash the baby and cut his unbilical cord. Wile
Deborah waps himin a blanket, MIlie renoves the soiled |inens.

Ri chard conforts his wife.

Rl CHARD
We have a son

SARAH
(faintly)
| wish to hold him Richard.

RI CHARD
Rest now, Sarah, mny dear

Deborah, sitting in a rocker, cradles the infant.

DEBORAH
(sings)
Kingbird, ny little Kingbird/
Flying high, flying free.
(speaks)
If only Ben were here...



Bendi ng his knees, Richard gazes at his son.

Rl CHARD
He has sent word of his return.

DEBORAH
| have stopped believing his word.

Her lonely eyes drift upon a life-size portrait of Benjamn
Franklin | ooming on the far wall.

EXT. /I NT. CHRI ST CHURCH — DAY

A gol den sun glistens through the tall, gallant trees—penetrating
the clear glass windows. Soft hymmal nusic fills the air.

Sarah, Richard, WLLIAM FRANKLIN, 34, an urbane variant of his
father (Benjam n), and REV. WLLIAM VWH TE, 39, gather around the
bapti smal font. Deborah appears with the baby—placing himin
Sarah’s arms.

DEBORAH
s the sane font used to christen
| i am Penn over a century ago.

‘Ti
W |

SARAH
| do wi sh Papa were here.

W LLI AM
Papa knows not hing of his grandson’s
birth—yet you insist on calling him
t he boy’ s Godf at her —

DEBORAH
Enough Wlliam Rev. Wite...

The Reverend, receiving the baby, holds himover the font.

REV. VWH TE
In the nanme of the Father, and of
the Son, and of the Holy Ghost, |
bapti ze thee Benjam n Franklin Bache.

EXT. FRANKLI N COURT — SPRI NG DAY

A front facade, conprising several row hones and a gated carri age-
way, shelters the court fromH gh Street traffic. As the sunlight
shi nmers, Sarah and Deborah greet the spry JANE FRANKLI N MECOV| 58.
She unties her bonnet.

JESSE, 16, a slave girl, lugs Jane’s bag to a centrally appointed
red brick house—surrounded by green grass and gl owi ng fl owerbeds.

SARAH
Aunt Jane, thank God you have
arrived! How was your trip?



JANE
A bit bunpy, | should say...
Deborah, it has been far too |ong.

DEBORAH
Come. Meet your grandnephew, Benny.

In the rear garden, MIIlie watches the boy—asleep in a cradl e under
the shade of a (mul berry) tree. As the Franklin wonmen approach, she
retreats. Jane reaches for Benny. Hi s deep, dark eyes open.

JANE
A darling baby. Hs face favors
Ben—but his eyes favor you, Debbie.

Debor ah beans.

JANE
Speaki ng of Ben—has he witten you,
| ately?

DEBORAH

Apparently, your brother has been
too busy to wite to his wfe.

SARAH
(softly to Jane)
Mana is a bit sensitive these days.

JANE
(handi ng the baby to Deborah)
Forgive me. Ben is usually good—

Deborah returns Benny to the cradle. The wonen sit near by.

SARAH
Have you any news, Aunt Jane?

JANE
A story of daring—nRot unlike the
time your nother safeguarded this
house fromthe | ocal rowdi es who
t hought Ben favored the Stanp Act.

DEBORAH
An exaggerati on.

SARAH
We | augh at nother’s nodesty. She
def ended this house and Papa's honor
nost cour ageously—virtually driving-
of f the intruders single handedly.

The baby cries. Jane rocks the cradl e—soothing him

JANE
| worry for Benny's future.



SARAH
Real 'y Aunt Jane? Wy is that?

JANE
(gazing at the sky)
The world, as we know it, is soon
to change. Revolution? Perhaps.

DEBORAH
The worl d is always changi ng.

JANE
The "massacre" in Boston, |ast nonth,
is surely a sign..

FLASHBACK - BOSTON CUSTOMS HOUSE - SNOWY NI GHT (MARCH 5, 1770)

From a di stance, Jane sees the stout SAMJEL ADAMS, 48, conferring
with six boys. They pelt a |one BRI TI SH SENTRY wi th snowbal | s.

BOYS
Lobster back. Red back

Firing a warning shot, the sentry takes aimat them British
rei nforcenents quickly respond. One boy breaks rank.

SENTRY
Stop or I'Il shoot.
The boy freezes. Bostonians, led by a tall, fearless nulatto,

CRI SPUS ATTUCKS, 28, intervene—el ubbing soldiers. Jane encroaches.

BOSTONI ANS
Bul lies. Bloody backs. Go hone.

As a LI EUTENANT points his rifle at Attucks, troops target townies.

LI EUTENANT
M. Attucks, do not force our fire.
ATTUCKS
Fire and be damed.
LI EUTENANT
Ready... Aim..
JANE
(charging into a soldier)
Noooo. ..
LI EUTENANT
Fire.

Shots ring out. Attucks and two others fall dead. N ne lie
wounded. Their blood flows in tiny streans upon the snow.

FADE TO BLACK
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EXT. /I NT. PH LADELPHI A - CARPENTER S HALL - DAY ( SEPTEMBER, 1774)

A portrait of the First Continental Congress comes to life.

COLONEL GEORGE WASHI NGTON (in uniform, 42, DUANE JAMES, 37, JOSEPH
GALLOMAY, 36, PATRI CK HENRY, 38, PRESIDENT PEYTON RANDOLPH, 53, JOCHN
HANCOCK, 37, JOHN ADAMS, 39, RICHARD HENRY LEE, 36, JOHN JAY, 30,
Sam Adans, and vari ous wonen congregate.

JAMES
W |oyalists are few, M. Galloway.

As del egates enter the hall, the thin, chinless Galloway notices
Deborah, Sarah (pregnant), and Benny, now 5, approachi ng Washi ngt on.

GALLOMAY
Col . Washington, | present the wife
of the esteenmed Dr. Franklin.
(whi speri ng)
She is recovering froma stroke.

Washi ngton renoves his hat and extends his forearm Deborah grips
it—gesturing her gratitude to the departing Gall oway.

WASHI NGTON
Ms. Franklin.

DEBORAH
Al'low ne to introduce ny d-daughter
Sar ah, and my grandson, B-Benny.
(Sarah curtsies, Benny bows)

BENNY
My duty to you, Sir.

DEBORAH
Col onel, your influence with Con-
Congress i s undeni abl e. Pl ease steady
its hand and consider the fate of our
b- bel oved Benjamin as he | obbies in
London on b-behal f of the Col onies.

WASHI NGTON
Do you fear for his safety?

Deborah pronpts Sarah to hand hima stack of letters.

DEBORAH
The seals of his letters are broken
b-before they arrive—+f they arrive
at all. He has witten us, in code,
of his b-being watched and fol | owed.

SARAH
Your Excellency, since his dismssal
as Postmaster General, there have
been nunerous threats upon his life.
Mot her has begged himto cone hone.



BENNY
(tuggi ng on Washi ngton’s coat)
Pl ease hel p ny G andpapa.

WASHI NGTON
(returning the letters)
| prom se you, Congress does not
intend to put "the Good Doctor”
at further risk—but we cannot
guarantee his safety.

The Colonel tips his hat and enters the hall. Benny, follow ng him

peeks through the door. A spirited Patrick Henry speaks.

HENRY
The di stinctions between Virginians,
Pennsyl vani ans, New Yorkers, and
New Engl anders are no nore... |,
Patrick Henry, amnot a Virginian,
but an Ameri can.

W1 d appl ause erupts.

GALLOMAY
M. President, | object.

Tenpers flare. The President’s gavel turns thunderous.
| NT. / EXT. FRANKLI N COURT HOUSE — PARLOR - DAY

Boi st erous thunder rocks the roomas a wi cked storm brews outsi de.
Deborah sits at a desk witing a letter—all the while m nding
Benny and his sleeping brother, WLLY, 2.

A howl i ng wind ki cks open a wi ndow shutter. Lightning strikes.
Benny, standing in front of a larger-than-life portrait of his
grandf at her, drops a toy soldier and runs to his grandnother.
Cl osing the shutter, she enbraces him

DEBORAH
‘Tis scary, ny Kingbird. G andpapa's
lightning rod will pr-protect us.

(gazing at WIly)
Does not hi ng wake your br-brother?

BENNY
Where i s Mama?
Returning to the desk, she picks up a quill. He foll ows.
DEBORAH
As | t-told you, visiting your
Uncle WIliamin New Jersey.

BENNY
(peeping at the letter)
You are witing G andpapal



DEBORAH
(ki ssing Benny’ s forehead)
| amwiting t-to tell himwhat a
speci al g-good b-boy you have been—
buyi ng your brother a present with
your b-birthday noney.

BENNY
I s London farther than New Jersey?

DEBORAH
Listen to your G Grandpapa’ s words.
“...The Bishop's wife, toasting
Mast er B-Benny Bache on the occasion
of his birthday said, 'nmay he be a
good a man as his grandfather...'"

Benny sits on her | ap.

DEBORAH AND FRANKLI N ( OS)

“...1 said, ‘I hoped he would b-be
much better.’ Bishop Shipley added,
‘W will be contented if he should

not prove quite so g-good...’"
As a tear falls fromher eye, he gently wi pes it away.

BENNY
Grandnmanma, you are sad.

Brushing himoff, she continues witing. Meanwhile, he stares at
his grandfather’s |ikeness.

DEBORAH
Not since b-before you were born have
| laid eyes on him.. M thinks I
shal | never see him again.

BENNY
WIIl | ever be as good as G andpapa?

Suddenly, the front door bursts open. A soaked Sarah emnerges.

DEBORAH
Sarah? You st-startled us.

BENNY
(racing to his nother)
Mana!

She turns to enbrace himbut refrains—grabbing a towel instead.
SARAH

| amafraid | am sopping wet...
Have you behaved yoursel f?



Benny nods. Sarah ki sses her nother.

DEBORAH
Hi s tenperanent is easy to govern—
| woul d b-be | onesone w thout him

Sar ah, wat ching Benny tend to his awakened brother, joins him

SARAH
| often have to nortify nyself for
fear of spoiling hinm-he does a great
deal out of affection..

DEBORAH ( OS)
Speaki ng of b-brothers, how is—

SARAH
(kissing WIly)
See for yourself. He would not allow
me to travel alone in the storm-but
| really think he cane to see you.

Deborah falls fromher chair. Benny and Sarah rush to her side.

BENNY
G andnmanmmal!

SARAH
Mana!

WIlliamenters and renoves his drenched hat.

W LLI AM
Where are ny little nephews?

SARAH
WIIl, thank God! Help us carry Mama—
(movi ng her to the sofa)
| think she has had anot her stroke.

W LLI AM
Papa really ought to be here—

SARAH
This is not the tinme—fetch Dr. Bond.

As WIlliamgrabs his hat, Benny opens the door to the flooded court.
| NT. FRANKLI N COURT HOUSE - BEDROOM - DAY ( DECEMBER 15, 1774)

Lying listlessly in bed, Deborah stares at her husband' s portrait.
As Sarah reads one of his letters, Richard and Benny stand guard.

SARAH AND FRANKLI N (VO
“...Playing in London with little
Billy Hewson nakes nme |long to be
at hone with you and Benny...”



Benny | ooks to his nother. She redirects his attention.

FRANKLI N (VO
“...1It seens but the other day that
you and | were ranked anong the boys
and girls, so swiftly does time fly.
W' ve reason to be thankful —so nuch
of our lives has passed so happily.”

DEBORAH
B- Benj am n.

Putting the letter aside, Sarah |ooks out the w ndow at the
falling snow A single tear rolls down her cheek

SARAH
We are here—Richard, Benny, and I.

DEBORAH
My little K-Kingbird.

Sarah noves himto the fore.

DEBORAH
And ny B-Ben—

Rl CHARD
W await his arrival any day—

A peaceful grin forns on Deborah's dying face.

SARAH
Mama? Mana!

Ri chard cl oses Deborah’s eyes and renoves his wife to an arnthair.
Benny places his head in his nother’s |ap and weeps.

EXT. FRANKLI N COURT HOUSE - DAY (MAY, 1775)

Sarah sweeps the front stoop. An animated, |ean, and | ong-nosed
Engl i shman, TOM PAI NE, 38, advances.

PAI NE
Sar ah Bache! A beautiful spring day.

SARAH
Indeed it is, Tom Pai ne.

PAI NE
What are you doi ng?

SARAH
Just tidying.

PAI NE
Have you not heard the town crier?
Dr. Franklin's ship has | anded.
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She drops her broom and tidies herself.

SARAH
Ri chard! Benny! Cone quickly! OCh
Tom ny father has not laid eyes on
me in ten years. | amafraid | am
not the little Sally he renenbers.

PAI NE
Come now—you are a fine wonan.

Ri chard, snoking a pipe, appears at the door with his two sons.
MI1lie, carrying BABY SARAH, and Jesse follow cl osely behind.
SARAH
Papa has finally arrived! Mllie,

Jesse prepare a feast. Richard,
stay with WIlly and baby Sarah.

Benny and | will greet Papa.
Rl CHARD

Let MIlie | ook after the children.
SARAH

| need you to oversee matters.
(to herself)
If only Mama were alive..

Pl acing the baby with Richard, the servants re-enter the house.
Benny | eaps to his nother.

SARAH
At last, you will neet your G andpapal

BENNY
We shal |l give himour duty.

SARAH
W shall give himnore than that...
Tom care to escort us?

EXT. DELAVWARE RI VERFRONT (PENN S LANDI NG - M NUTES LATER

A jubilant crowd gathers. Wth Sarah by his side and Benny on his
shoul ders, Paine points to the proud DR BENJAM N FRANKLI N, 69, and
hi s gangly but good-I| ooki ng grandson, TEMPLE FRANKLIN, 16, as they
di senbark the Pennsylvania Packet. Pulling out a pocket mrror,
Tenpl e pauses to admire hinself.

TEMPLE
My father thinks |Independency a
rather foolish idea.

FRANKLI N
Not anot her word, Tenple. And I
rem nd you—he that falls in | ove
with hinself will have no rivals.
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From shore, the rotund ROBERT MORRI S, 61, alerts Gall oway.

MORRI S
Over there, M. Galloway!

GALLONY
| see him M. Morris.

MORRI S
After all these years, Dr. Franklin.

Dr. Franklin and Tenpl e acknowl edge the crowd. Sarah, Benny, and
Pai ne penetrate the throngs. Wth Benny tailing her, Sarah dashes
into her father arns. A Fife and Drum Corps plays, “Yankee Doodle.”

SARAH
Papa! Papal

FRANKLI N
Sally? M little, uh, wonanly Sally.

SARAH
Oh, Papa. Is it really you?
Mama and | never thought...

Rel easi ng her, Franklin stoops to neet his nanesake. Benny bows.

FRANKLI N
Who do we have here?
(lifting him

This nust be Deborah’s "little
Kingbird." Tenple, the gift.

Dunpi ng his |luggage on Paine, Tenple opens a snall trunk.

FRANKLI N
You have your Grandmamma’ s eyes.

Sm |ing broadly, Benny hugs his grandfather. Franklin snaps his
fingers. An annoyed Tenple hands hima kite. The Doctor presents
it to Benny. The boy unfurls “Kingbird” to a receptive crowd.

FRANKLI N
(putting Benny down)
Tenpl e, take your cousin. Teach
himto fly.

Cat ching Tenpl e off-guard, Sarah attenpts to hug him He resists.

SARAH
Tenpl e? | barely recogni zed you. You
have grown into a handsone figure.

TEMPLE
gi ving her the once over)
Li kewi se, Aunt Sally.
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Franklin, greeting his coll eagues, nmarches them honeward. The
boys, flying “Kingbird,” trail them-as does Sarah.

FRANKLI N
Gentl enmen, what news do you bring?
MORRI S
You have heard about the Battl es?
FRANKLI N
(st oppi ng)

What battles, M. Mrris?

MORRI S
At Lexington and Concord. Forty-
ni ne Americans and two hundred
seventy-three Englishnen | ay dead.

FRANKLI N S | MAG NATI ON - MASSACHUSETTS BATTLEFI ELDS - DAY

Fresh bl ood and dead bodies mar a vast virgin field. A soiled and
tattered British flag partially drapes a corpse.

BACK TO SCENE
Franklin and the crowd proceed slowy.

PAI NE
The resol ve of the Col oni sts has
never been stronger—

GALLOMAY
Still, they remain loyal to the King.

MORRI S
Dr. Franklin, Ben, in anticipation
of your arrival, you have been
el ected to represent Pennsyl vani a
in the Continental Congress.

A femal e admirer ki sses Franklin s cheek.

FRANKLI N
An honor i ndeed.

PAI NE
You have al so been selected to serve
on the Commttee of Public Safety.

Sar ah, rejoining her father—places his armover her shoul der.

SARAH
Oh Papa, you | ook spl endid!

FRANKLI N
Any word fromWIIianf
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SARAH
(turni ng around)
Benny! Tenple! W nust hurry.

BENNY
Grandpapa! G andpapa!

FRANKLI N
Have you heard from ny son?

Pai ne and Morris back away.

SARAH
Can we not wait to discuss it?

FRANKLI N
No. M. @Glloway?

GALLOMAY
t he Royal Governor of New Jersey,
|

As
Wlliamnaturally supports the King.

FRANKLI N
(flinching)
My own son, a traitor to his people.

SARAH
You nustn't think—

Franklin glowers at Gall oway, who di sappears into the crowd.

FRANKLI N
This is not sinply a matter of taxa-
tion. The King’ s arny occupies our
t owns—hi s navy bl ockades our ports.
He has spilt nore Anmerican bl ood.

SARAH
You nust try reasoning with WIlIliam
Is fam ly not nore inportant?

FRANKLI N
My dear Deborah—

Bl ocking his path, Sarah tenderly places her hand on his face.

SARAH

Papa, | am Sarah—not her is gone.
FRANKLI N

Sarah, | amsorry—we’'ll discuss the

matter in the norrow. Tenple and |
are hungry and feeling a bit weary.

SARAH
O course, Papa. W are preparing
a feast in your honor—
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BENNY
(bypassi ng the crowd)
Grandpapa, |’'m flying.

FRANKLI N
(to hinself)
Li ke a ki ngbird.

| NT. / EXT. PENNSYLVANI A STATE HOUSE (| NDEPENDENCE HALL) - NOON

The tower bell (Liberty Bell) tolls. Inside, Dr. Franklin clutches
his cane—seeking relief fromthe gout and boredomas he sits in the
Assenbly Room during a neeting of the Second Continental Congress.

Through a nearby w ndow, he observes “Kingbird” rising and falling
at the whimof the wind. He reads a hand-delivered note.

| NSERT — NOTE, DATED JUNE 7, 1776

“The New Jersey Assenbly orders the i medi ate arrest of Governor
Wl liam Franklin, son of Pennsylvania Patriot, Benjam n Franklin.”

BACK TO SCENE

As a poised President Hancock pounds a gavel, the refined M. Lee
stands. The Doctor focuses squarely on Lee.

HANCOCK
The Chair recogni zes the gentl eman
fromVirginia, R chard Henry Lee.

LEE
M. President, on behalf of nmy fellow
Virginians, | propose the follow ng
resol ution: “That these United
Col oni es are, and of right ought
to be, free and i ndependent states.”

A great commotion arises. Franklin scanpers out. Catching up with
Tenpl e and Benny, he snatches the kite—setting it afloat. “Kingbird”
ascends hi gher and hi gher.

EXT. H GH STREET - DAY

“Ki ngbird” descends on a corner house. Dr. Franklin (with cane) and
Benny reel it in. The plainly dressed THOVAS JEFFERSON, 32, appears.

FRANKLI N
M. Jefferson—y grandson, Benny.

BENNY
(bowi ng)
To your health, Master Jefferson.

JEFFERSON
(chuckl i ng)
And to yours, Benny.
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Sarah, chatting with friends, waves from across the street.

FRANKLI N
Do you see your Mana? Run al ong.

Benny, lowering his head, stunbles toward her.

JEFFERSON
Have you read “the Decl aration?”

FRANKLI N
Have you heard, “The Hatter Story?”

Jefferson | ooks to Franklin as they stroll along the bustling street.

FRANKLI N

When | was a journeyman printer
one of my conpanions, a hatter, was
about to open shop... He constructed
an appropriate sign.

(dramati zes with his free hand)
It read, “John Thonpson, Hatter,
Makes And Sells Hats For Ready
Money,” with a figure of a hat
subj oined. He submtted it to his
friends for their approval.

(sl ows down)
The first erased “Hatter” owing to
redundancy. A second elim nated
“Makes” due to custoner indifference.
A third omtted “For Ready Money”
for the ower refused all credit.

(gout flare-up stops him
The caption then read, “John
Thonmpson Sells Hats.” “Sells Hats?”
asked yet another. “No one expects
you to give themaway." Those words,
too, were deleted... The final
i nscription read, “John Thonpson”
wi th the painted hat subjoi ned.

JEFFERSON

What will be left of the Declaration?
FRANKLI N

| suppose much of it will renmain

intact. It is a nasterpiece.
JEFFERSON

And the Anti-slavery C ause?

FRANKLI N
Di visive. Your Southern Coll eagues,
no doubt, will attenpt to strike it.



16

JEFFERSON
As | am a slave owner, they shal
rightly think me a hypocrite...
Per haps, | should renove it first.

FRANKLI N
Friend—, too, am a sl avehol der. But
as we seek to abolish British tyranny,
shoul d we not seek to abolish our own?

Wi spering, Jefferson opens the State House door for his nmentor.

JEFFERSON
Qpposi tion from Sout hern Del egat es
could doomthe United States forever

FRANKLI N
So, too, slavery.

I NT. FRANKLI N COURT HOUSE - BLUE ROOM — DAY

At his desk, Dr. Franklin (wearing bifocals) prepares a letter dated
July 8, 1776. Sarah dusts her father’s arnonica. R chard reads a
gazette. Benny and WIly play “soldiers.”

SARAH
Renenber playing the arnonica at
WIlliams wedding? W had such fun.

FRANKLI N
If my invention ever contributed to
his satisfaction, then | amsorry.

SARAH
Hone nearly a year and still you
have barely spoken to him

Rl CHARD
Al in due tine.

The Doctor fixates on a portrait of a young boy hanging on the wall.

SARAH ( CS)
Tenpl e has sent word of his father’s
i mm nent arrest. Hi s stepnother—your
only daughter-in-law+s distraught.

FLASHBACK — BLUE ROOM — NI GHT — THI RTY- THREE YEARS AGO

FRANKI E FRANKLI N, 4, a dead ringer for Benny, plays “soldiers” with
Wlliam 7. In his chair, Franklin, 37, reads a book. Fromthe sofa,
Deborah, 37, screans in horror as Frankie convul ses on the floor.

DEBORAH
Franki e? Franki e!

BACK TO PRESENT
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The Doctor |ooks at Benny, then glances back at the painting.

SARAH

Your only son to rot in ajail.
FRANKLI N

He is not ny only son... Ever notice

how much Benny favors little Frankie?

SARAH
| thought a lot of little Frankie
when baby Sarah died |ast nonth.

Sealing the letter, the Doctor renpoves his spectacles, and with a
pai ned grimce, grabs his cane. He hands Richard the envel ope.

RI CHARD
Why have you rem nded her?

FRANKLI N
Pl ease deliver this post haste...
Benny, care to join ne?

As the Doctor consol es Sarah, Benny grabs “Kingbird.”

FRANKLI N
No kite today.

SARAH
Be sure to behave yourself. Your
Grandpapa is not feeling well.

Putting “Kingbird” away, Benny pecks his nother's cheek.
EXT. CHESTNUT STREET — MOMENTS LATER

Wal ki ng hand-in-hand, Dr. Franklin and Benny witness a man | ashing
a slave. Benny |ooks away. The Doctor intervenes with his cudgel.

FRANKLI N
Young man, you woul d not burn your
house—so why whi p your sl ave?

Down the road, they greet DR HARTMAN MARKOCE, 45, and his adorable
daught er, MARGARET MARKOE, 6. Benny wi nks at her. She gushes.

KUHN
Is it true, Dr. Franklin? Are the
Col oni es to becone i ndependent ?

FRANKLI N
Wth the help of citizens |ike you,
Dr. Markoe—and little Margaret, too.

BENNY
Grandpapa, what is “indepedet?”
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FRANKLI N
| n- de- pen-dence, Benny, neans
living apart from ol d nother
Engl and and mad f at her Ceorge.

BENNY
| n- de- pen- dence.

Hi s grandfat her nods, then points to a nest of chirping birds.

FRANKLI N
See the birds nestled in the tree...
(struggling to lift him
They have not yet learned to fly, so
t hey cannot gather their food.

BENNY
They need a Mama and Papa—+i ke ne.

FRANKLI N
(al nost droppi ng hi
| ndeed. When birds fly free—

BENNY
Look G andpapa! Wat are they
doing to poor Dr. Kearsley?

Ai m ng bayonets at hima nob encircles DR KEARSLEY, 60.

MOB
Traitor, rascal —+tar and feather him

KEARSLEY
| have done not hi ng wong.

FRANKLI N
(breaki ng through the nob)
Dr. Kearsl ey brought sonme of you into
this worl d—and nursed others of you back
to health. 1s this how you repay hinf

MOB
Anot her Loyalist, |saac Hunt.

The nob chases the pint-sized HUNT, 40. Franklin signals Kearsley.

KEARSLEY
Much obliged, Ben—and how i s your son?
FRANKLI N
Fitting you should ask, Dr. Kearsley.
Wl liam has been arrested for treason.

KEARSLEY
You do not think that | —

The nob heaves Hunt onto a wagon whil e an of fbeat band | anpoons him



19

FRANKLI N
Be careful on which side of the
line you fall.

AT THE STATE HOUSE
As the bell rings, Kearsley disappears. Jefferson approaches.

FRANKLI N
Benny has been contenpl ating the
meani ng of | ndependence. Perhaps,
sonmeday, you will instruct him

JEFFERSON
The honor woul d be m ne.

The trio noves to the East Wng holding area. Patriots gather
at the front entrance. The bell rings again.

FRANKLI N
Where are the Aristocrats?

Jefferson, spotting Hancock and the portly John Adans, el bows the
Doctor. The nen exchange greetings—avoi ding public attention.

FRANKLI N
Presi dent Hancock, M. Adans, |
present ny grandson, Benny.

ADAMS
(bendi ng his knees)
| have a son your age, John Quincy.
We live in Braintree, Massachusetts.
BENNY
Next time, bring Johnny with you.
| shall show hi m Phil adel phi a.

Adans pats the boy on the head. The bell rings a third tine.
Fife and drum perneate the air.

HANCOCK
Col. Nixon is about to begin.

Wth one hand, Benny clutches his grandfather’s fingers—ath
the other, he squeezes his (own) crotch.

FRANKLI N
Hol d on, Benny, history is about—

As the fierce and fiery COLONEL NI XON, 49, reads the Declaration
of I ndependence, the Anmerican flag nmakes its dramatic debut.

NI XON
“When in the course of human events
it becones necessary for one people
to dissolve the political bonds...”



The crowd roars its approval. Benny fidgets about.

Euphoria sets in. Franklin points Benny to a privy,

NI XON

“...We hold these truths to be
self-evident, that all nmen are
created equal, that they are
endowed by their Creator with
certain unalienable rights, that
anong these are life, liberty,
and the pursuit of happiness...”

hi s col | eagues.

I NT. FRANKLI N COURT HOUSE - DI NI NG ROOM — NI GHT

20

t hen shakes

Dr. Franklin, Benny, Sarah, Jane, Ri chard, and Paine say, “Anmen,”
bowed heads, and dine. Sarah grips Jane’s hand.

l[ift their

SARAH
Once again, Aunt Jane, you have
safely found your way from Boston.

PAI NE
You woul d have been a prize catch
for the British

FRANKLI N
(raising his w ne goblet)
A toast to ny favorite sister—the
courageous and crafty Jane Mecom

JANE
And to ny favorite brother, the npst
gifted of ny sixteen siblings.

SARAH
(clearing her throat)
Ri chard has agreed to serve on
t he Correspondence Conmittee.

PAI NE
A brave endeavor, Richard.

Rl CHARD
Your “Commopn Sense,” Sir, has
inspired us all... Papa, you are

aware that M. Paine al nost died
on his voyage from Engl and?

PAI NE
If Dr. Franklin had not sponsored
ny mgration, Dr. Kearsley m ght
never have rescued ne at port.

FRANKLI N
Did you say, “Dr. Kearsley?”
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Pai ne nods. Mnentarily distracted, the Doctor toasts him

FRANKLI N
You have bl azed the trail of
Revol uti on, Tom

PAI NE
The cause of America is, in |arge
nmeasure, the cause of nanki nd.

JANE
Sally, too, has caught the spirit.
She is organi zing a group of wonen.

FRANKLI N
Spl endi d—tell ne nore.

MIlie slips in and ruffles Benny’s hair. He winks at her as she
clears the table of its excess and | eaves. The adults whisper.

SARAH
We suspect MIIlie of spying.

FRANKLI N
Have you any proof?

SARAH
On nore than one occasion, R chard
has found your mail unseal ed.

Rl CHARD
We ruled her out initially. However,
yesterday, as | entered your room..

FLASHBACK - FRANKLI NS BEDROOM - DAY

Ri chard observes MIlie hovering above the Doctor’s desk—sorting

the mail. As she | ooks over her shoul der, he ducks.
and sneak out

wat ches her unseal an envelope, read its contents,
t he back door

BACK TO PRESENT

SARAH
She has been instructed that Papa’s
roomis strictly off-limts.

PAI NE
Curiously enough, she clains to be
illiterate—dnusual for a free
African from Engl and.

ie re-enters and refreshes the Doctor’s drink.
r fromhis vest.

Ri chard t hen

He pulls a
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FRANKLI N
MIlie, 1 seemto have m splaced ny
bifocals. Please read this note.
M LLI E
O course, Dr. Franklin. It reads

“London, June 23, 1776. Dearest Be

MIlie |l ooks at the faces around the tabl e.
his spectacles. She runs off.

SARAH
MIlie, Richard and | would |i ke—

BENNY
(racing after her)
MIlie's no spy. MIllie s no spy!

SARAH
Benny, cone back!

FRANKLI N
Let him go—better he is not here.

Al'l eyes focus on the Doctor.

FRANKLI N
Confidentially, Congress has
requested nmy services in Paris.
| amto secure a formal French
Al li ance.

Jane drops a fork on her plate.

JANE
Wth all due respect, Ben, you are
not a young man-such a trip would
be dangerous.

PAI NE
Shoul d your ship be captured, you
woul d be at the King s nercy.

n_ ”

Franklin puts on

SARAH
You are not | eaving us again, Papa.
FRANKLI N
| ndeed | am-+ have given Congress
ny word... | intend to take Tenple
SARAH
(rising)

Have you his father’s perm ssion?

FRANKLI N
| have witten WIlliam and Tenpl e.
| also wish to take Benny.
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SARAH
Oh Papa, | think not! Richard?

Rl CHARD
(st ands)
Absol utely not. He is only six.

FRANKLI N
Li sten to reason—then decide. It
is true such a trip would be risky,
but Captain Wckes of the Reprisal
possesses a fine reputation—

SARAH
Papa—

FRANKLI N
Allow nme to finish. Over the next
few years, Paris is likely to be a
far safer haven than Phil adel phi a.

Rl CHARD
(sits)
The Doctor has a point.

FRANKLI N
Benny will receive the finest
education—ningle with the brightest
m nds of Europe—+earn French, study
phil osophy. | wll take charge of
himspiritually and materially.

SARAH
s)

(sit
ill not take no for an answer.

FRANKLI N
My daughter knows ne only too well.

JANE
| suspect she despises your
st ubbor nness.

Rl CHARD
She al so adores your stubbornness.
|, on the other hand, do not...
Sorry you nmust endure this, Tom

Pai ne, gul ping his w ne, gestures synpathetically.

JANE
But Benny is only a boy. He needs
the affections of famly.

FRANKLI N
Am 1 not fam|ly?
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Jesse reluctantly enters.

JESSE
MIlie s runnin’ away and a strange
man’s askin for Dr. Franklin.
SARAH
Bring himin, Jesse.
JESSE
He refuses to cone in or idenify
hi ssel f.
Rl CHARD

(pull'ing out a pipe)
| will tend to them

FRANKLI N
Al'low ne—+t will give you a chance
to discuss matters.

I NT. / EXT. FRANKLI N COURT HOUSE — CONTI NUOUS

Cudgel in hand, Dr. Franklin rushes toward the back door. Mllie
darts for the doorway—attenpting to avoid him The Doctor grabs
her arm then nabs the straggling Benny.

FRANKLI N
You have | ost your hone, your
honor, and the affections of this
little boy. The shane is yours.

M LLIE
Though I am not a sl ave, Jesse
is—and that, Doctor, is your shane.

She | oosens his grip—escaping into the evening fog. Holding the
sobbi ng Benny in place, Franklin |ooks at MIlie as she and the
stranger on a horse exchange knowi ng gl ances. The fog lifts.
Benny keeps watch fromthe house as the Doctor steps outside.

FRANKLI N
Wllian? | thought you were in jail.

WIlliamjunps down.

W LLI AM
Where | bel ong?
FRANKLI N
You belong with your famly.
W LLI AM
How dare you lure Tenple to Paris
W thout my permission. Is it not

enough you have raised himthus far?
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FRANKLI N
He has been offered a salaried
position as ny personal secretary.

W LLI AM
You have bribed himaway just when
hi s stepnot her needed hi m npst.

FRANKLI N
You betrayed nme—first by becom ng a
| awyer, then by behaving as an
Aristocrat. Success has ruined
many a nan.

W LLI AM
bserve thyself. It is always
about you, anyway, is it not?

FRANKLI N
It is about sonmething far greater
than us—+iberty, virtue, posterity—

W LLI AM
Posterity? Future generations wll
never know of your failed rebellion.

(cal m ng his whinnying horse)

You do not really believe the British
Enpire can be defeated? King George
has offered an olive branch. |
suggest you take it.

FRANKLI N
Open your eyes. Anerica s Revolution
is sweeping across the land and will
one day elimnate despots in every
nation on earth. Advancing this
cause has becone the greatest m ssion
of ny life.

W LLI AM
And the nost foolish! Just ask your
pr ot ege—&al | ownay.

FRANKLI N
Gal | oway? You are ny proteége.

W LLI AM
At seventy, you have earned the
respect of nations and of kings.
Why ri sk your reputation now?

FRANKLI N
Revolution is the only course |eft
to the Colonies. Once rid of
Eur opean notions of nonarchy and
class, the Anmerican nation will rise
on the wings of freedomand nerit.
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FRANKLI N ( Cont’ d)
Fromthis day forward, kings shal
be kings if the people say they
shal |l be kings... Wat of Tenple?

W LLI AM
Tenple is free to pursue his own
destiny. | wll never forsake him
Unfortunately, however, he is not
free of your manipulation... And | am
not your protégé. | would have never
abandoned ny wife and fam | y—+eaving
us with fal se hopes of your return.

FRANKLI N
Where are your wife and son now?

W LLI AM
You never approved of Elizabeth.

FRANKLI N
You never approved of Richard Bache.

W LLI AM
| thought he was after your noney.

FRANKLI N
| thought you m ght have found a
nore practical wfe.

WIlliamwal ks his horse to the archway. The Doctor pursues him

FRANKLI N
And | never forsook ny famly. | did
ny duty—but you have turned your
back—

W LLI AM
(facing his father)
Tell me, has ny illegitimcy ever
shaned you?

FRANKLI N
Never.

W LLI AM
Has Tenpl e’ s?

FRANKLI N
You are ny offspring—ay |egacy.
You are Franklins.

W LLI AM
And | will honor the Franklin nane
as | see fit.

Wl liamnounts his horse and vani shes. The Doctor w pes away a tear.
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FLASHBACK — SHEPHERD S FARM — DAY — TVEENTY- TWO YEARS AGO

Am dst an electrical storm Dr. Franklin, 48, carefully ties a key
to the end of a kite. A gangly WIlliam 20, reaches for it.

FRANKLI N
Pati ence WIIliam

W LLI AM
The stormw Il not |ast all day,
Papa. Allow ne—

Wth Franklin observing froma shed, WIlliamsets the kite al oft.
Li ghtning strikes. Father and son exchange enornous smles.

BACK TO PRESENT
Benny takes his grandfather's hand and | eads hi m hone.

FRANKLI N
W have both | ost | oved ones tonight.

EXT. /I NT. STATE HOUSE - DAY (AUGUST 2, 1776)

Sarah and Benny draw near an open w ndow.

SARAH
You will be traveling by ship.
BENNY
How long will | be gone?
SARAH
If only I knew. Your G andpapa
wi |l take good care of you.
BENNY

WIl war conme to France?

SARAH
(dropping to one knee)
| pray not. Paris should be far
saf er than Phil adel phi a.

BENNY
But Mama, | will be | onesone for you.

SARAH
(bear hugging him
We must do our part for the Revol ution.

BENNY
What is ny part?

SARAH
To assi st your G andpapa in any
way... Let’s spy on him



28

Benny’'s face lights up as Sarah gives hima boost under the ajar
wi ndow. Leaning his head into an Assenbly Room full of del egates,
he wi tnesses CHARLES CARRCLL, 38, solemly signing the Declaration.

FRANKLI N
There go a few m | lion pounds.

HANCOCK
Charles Carroll is a conmon nane in
Maryl and—and since this Carroll is the
richest of the lot, and a Catholic to
boot, the King will never suspect him

Carroll retrieves the quill and adds his address.

| NSERT — DECLARATI ON, “CHARLES CARROLL OF CARROLLTON

CARROLL

Gentl enen, we nust all hang together.
FRANKLI N

O we will assuredly hang separately.

The scene dissolves into the “Signers of the Declaration.”
EXT. MARCUS HOOK, PA — DELAWARE RI VER — AUTUWN DAY

Sarah (pregnant), Richard, and WIly send-of f Benny (carrying
"Kingbird"), Dr. Franklin, and Tenple aboard the Reprisal.
Capt ai n Lanbert Wckes, now 29, tips hat before boarding ship.

SARAH
Captain Wckes, half ny famly rests
in your care.

W CKES
My word on their safe delivery,
Ms. Bache.

Sarah reaches out to her father.

SARAH
W beseech God to protect you.

FRANKLI N
Beseech Hmif you must, but do not
be di sappointed. Though He set the
world in notion, He left the rest
to us...

As the Franklins bid each other farewell, Sarah, tearing-up, hugs
Benny.

SARAH
Do not cause your G andpapa, or
the Captain, a nonent of trouble.
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BENNY
Manma, must | go? | am not ready
to be independent.

SARAH

Renenber your part in the Revol ution.
Your Grandpapa needs your affection.

The three adventurers march away. Benny, |agging behind, gives his
kite to WIly. Richard hugs his wife. The Doctor turns around.

FRANKLI N
Richard, wite me in code—and tell no
one of our whereabouts. Sarah, enrol
Jesse in school, take good care of
t he tenant houses, and keep up your
spirits—a great deal depends on it.

Rl CHARD
You can rely on us.

The Doctor grabs Benny’'s hand. Looking back, Benny waves to WIIy.
EXT. THE REPRI SAL ON THE ATLANTI C — DUSK

The Captain peers through a tel escope and spots two British Vessels.
Near by, Dr. Franklin and Benny throw a thernoneter overboard.

W CKES

Success with your experinment, Doctor?
FRANKLI N

| ndeed. Captain, | seemto have m s-

pl aced ny tel escope, could we borrow—

W CKES
(handing it over)
The eneny is encroachi ng.

Usi ng the scope, the Doctor finds the sloops. Benny, tugging at
him gestures for a peak—eventually prevailing.

BENNY
Capt ai n, does this nmean war?

FRANKLI N
Hush, Benny-why haven't they struck?

W CKES
They have been uncertain of the
Reprisal’s cargo and direction..

FRANKLI N
And now t hey know.

W CKES
Have | perm ssion to strike first?
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As the Doctor sternly nods, Tenple approaches. Benny races to him

BENNY
The Captain says we are to strike
the British—ook!

TEMPLE
(grabbi ng the scope)
Finally—after four weeks of nothing—

FRANKLI N
Come boys, we nust brace ourselves.

W CKES
| could use Tenpl e’ s assi stance.

FRANKLI N
| amafraid, Captain, he is not
quite up to it.

TEMPLE
According to the great Dr. Franklin,
| shall never be up to it.

Tenpl e sl ans the scope into the Doctor's hand and heads bel ow.

SERI ES OF SHOTS - BATTLE OF THE SEAS

A) As night falls, the Reprisal’s sixteen cannons attack the Vine
and the Success.

B) Guns, artillery, and dynamte |ight up the sky.

C In the wee norning hours, the Anerican crew sinks one vessel and
partially destroys the other.

EXT. THE REPRI SAL AT SEA — DAWN

British crews and cargo are rounded-up. On deck, Benny |eaps into
the Captain’s arms. Dr. Franklin slowy advances.

BENNY
| was not a bit scared—we pounded ‘em

FRANKLI N
A splendid effort, Captain.

BENNY
Can we do it again?

W CKES
(setting Benny down)
The good news—we are days ahead of
schedul e. The bad news—

FRANKLI N
Run al ong now, Benny.
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Headi ng for the bridge, Benny spots the chai ned prisoners.

BENNY
Kill the scapegraces!
(ent husi asm wani ng)
Kill them..

The Reprisal sails courageously across the Atlantic.
EXT. FRANCE - SHORES OF AURAY — NI GHT

The Captain bids adieu to Dr. Franklin (sporting a fur cap) and his
grandsons. A willow bl onde, MADAME CHAUMONT, 45, and light rain
greet them (French characters speak English with French accents.)

MADAVE CHAUMONT
Bonsoir, Dr. Franklin.

FRANKLI N
Madame Chaunont ?

MADAVE CHAUMONT
Qui. The carriage to Passy awaits.

EXT. COUNTRYSI DE OF PASSY ( SUBURBAN PARI'S) — CONTI NUOUS

The coach, carrying the foursone, travels night and day, driving

t hrough Nantes, past the Palais De Versailles (with its French flags
fl appi ng), around Le Bois Boul ogne, and behind the Cathedral e Eglise
D Autéuil. Along the way, the Franklin nen adnmre the | adies.

MADAMVE CHAUMONT ( OS)
Al'l arrangenents are conplete. M hus-
band has scrupul ously pronoted your
arrival. Madane Helvétius will introduce
you to M nister Vergennes. He, in turn,
shall present you to the King of France.

EXT./INT. HOTEL DE VALENTINO S (PASSY HOTEL) — SNOW CHRI STMAS EVE

The grand hotel sits npjestically off the banks of the Seine. 1In
its stately dining room the Franklins enjoy a feast. Tenple ogles
a busty, sunptuous-|ooki ng CHAMBERVAI D as she mi stakenly enters.

CHAMBERMAI D
Par don

TEMPLE
(pulling out his pocket mrror)
May | be excused?

FRANKLI N
After you have taken a dictation from nme
wi shing your Aunt Sally a Happy New Year.

TEMPLE
Il will fetch ny quill
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Putting on bifocals, the Doctor retrieves a letter fromhis vest.
Wth a nmouth full of food, Benny |ooks up fromhis plate and drifts
over to his grandfather—brushing against himto peek at the words.

FRANKLI N
From your Mama, w shing us a Happy
Christmas... It seens Jesse has
adjusted well to school... And the

wonen of Phil adel phia have rai sed
over $250,000 and sewn nearly 2,000
shirts for Gen. Washington's arny.

BENNY
And Papa?

FRANKLI N
Appoi nt ed Post master General.

BENNY
W1l the English destroy Phil adel phia?

FRANKLI N
(huggi ng Benny)
Never. Voltaire says, “Philadel phia
rem nds us that all nen are brothers.”

Ajittery BUTLER, 52, bursts into the room

BUTLER
Dr. Franklin, you have a visitor

| N THE BEDROOM
Tenpl e gapes at the Chanbernmaid as she turns down a quilt.

TEMPLE
Par| ez-vous Angl ai s?

She retreats to the edge of the bed. He ensnares her.
TEMPLE
Your novements are enchanting.
Let ne taste—dh—test you.
CHAVBERMAI D
(bl ushi ng)
Monsi eur Franklin.
He buries his face in her exposed cl eavage and devours her.
I N THE DI Nl NG ROOM

Dr. Franklin and Benny greet the round and bal di ng PROFESSEUR
LECCEUR, 49.

FRANKLI N
Prof. LeCoeur—an honor i ndeed.
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LECOEUR
Dr. Franklin. Master Bache? | am
nost hunbl ed. Happy Chri st mas.

As the Doctor and Benny take their places, the Butler seats the
Prof esseur and pours hi mw ne—teaving the bottle nearby.

FRANKLI N
Benny, this spring you will study
French culture at the Professor’s
boar di ng school .

BENNY
| look forward to it, Master LeCoeur.

FRANKLI N
(chi di ng Benny)
Pr of essor LeCoeur.

LECOEUR
Yes.
The Doctor turns to LeCoeur, who is refilling his enpty gl ass.
FRANKLI N
| was correcting Benny... Wy not
join us tonight? Soneone let it out
that | like the |adi es—and the | adies

of France keep presenting thensel ves.

LECCEUR
(guzzling his w ne)
| shant m x business with pleasure.
You are aware of the expenses?

AT THE DOOR/ FOYER

Madane Chaunont, MADAME BRI LLON, 39, a vol uptuous, red-haired
wi dow, and their striking, twenty-sonething daughters,
MESDEMO SELLES BRI LLON and CHAUMONT, playfully knock.

BUTLER
Dr. Franklin! Your conpany!

The Butl er opens the door and takes their coats. The Doctor and
Benny appear.

FRANKLI N
Ladi es, Joyeux Noel .

MADAVE CHAUMONT
In my husband’ s absence, | present
ny daughter, M chelle, Mdane and
Madenoi selle Brillon, and this—
(dangling a Franklin pendant)
Your |ikeness appears everywhere.
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Wil e kissing the Brillons’ cheeks, Franklin snatches the pendant.
He then directs the wonen into the Yuletide decorated draw ng room
and turns to Benny.

FRANKLI N
It istinme to get ready for bed.

BENNY
But Grandpapa, can’t | stay up?

A tipsy Professeur, with hat and coat, wobbles through the foyer.

LECCEUR

Au revoir, Doctor. Enjoy Paris.
FRANKLI N

Stay. Meet the | adies and ny ot her

gr andson.
(cl appi ng at Benny)
Fetch Tenmple for ne.

LECCEUR
| cannot keep ny carriage waiting.

As LeCoeur |eaves, Benny returns. Peering through the ajar draw ng
room door, he observes his grandfather denonstrating the arnonica
for his guests. Madane Brillon teasingly sits on the Doctor's | ap.

I NT./EXT. PARIS - LA CATHEDRALE NOTRE DAME — SNOWY CHRI STMAS DAY

The spl endor of Christmas rests upon the altar. As the choir sings
“Les Anges Dans Nos Canpagnes,” the Cardinal consecrates the creche
and the congregants. The aging, Bohem an beauty, MADAME HELVETI US,
60, and her cortege vacate the front pew. The flock follows behind.

Madane stops in the aisle to greet Dr. Franklin. Clutching his
cane, he w nks at Benny and Tenple. Madane extends her hand.

MADAMVE HELVETI US
Mon cher am, are you ny Christnas
present ?

FRANKLI N
(ki ssing her hand)
Qui, Madane Hel véti us—and you—Hi ne.

Madane and her entourage usher thensel ves out of the church and
into carriages. The Franklins watch fromthe top steps.

EXT./INT. PARIS - LE PALAI'S ROYAL (ROYAL PALACE) - NEW YEAR S EVE

The Franklins assist the Brillons and the Chaunonts out of their
carriage. The nmerrymekers pause to admre the fireworks.
String nusic underscores the revelry.

FRANKLI N
Ladi es, boys, it is nearing mdnight.
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I nside, they renove their coats. The Doctor’s presence creates a
sensation. Qpposite them another celebrity is causing a stir.
Devot ees corner the gaunt and ethereal VOLTAI RE, 85.

MADAVE CHAUMONT
Voltaire is presently across the room
We nust pay our respects.

The Mesdanes maneuver the Franklin party through a bespectacl ed
crowd. The Phil osophers take neasure of each other and bow. On-

| ookers appear di sappointed. Madane Brillon pronpts the Doctor to
hug Voltaire. They kiss cheek to cheek. Onl ookers ardently appl aud.

FRANKLI N
My nanmesake, Benjam n Franklin Bache.

Voltaire places his hand on Benny’ s forehead.

VOLTAI RE
Di eu vous béni sse—cod and |iberty.

At mdnight, the church bells of Paris ring. The attendees
enbrace one another. Tenple kisses Madenoiselle Brillon.

EXT. /I NT. PASSY - HELVETI US ESTATE - DAY

Dr. Franklin, the poker-faced French Foreign M nister, VERGENNES, 61
and Madane Hel vétius stroll through a winter garden. A SPY stal ks
t hem

MADAME HELVETI US
M ni ster Vergennes, Dr. Franklin has
conquered ny heart—do not let him
conquer France.

VERGENNES
| believe he already has.

FRANKLI N
My mission is to negotiate better
trade rel ati ons between our nations.

MADAVE HELVETI US
(shivering)
Per haps, you shoul d conti nue your
di al ogue i nsi de—ever sone wi ne.

VERGENNES
It wll not alter our discussion. As
a nation, America nust prove herself.

Leadi ng her guests to the house, Madane shrugs her shoul ders. The
Doctor, | ooking about, spots the spy hiding in shrubs.

FRANKLI N
As a formal trading partner, Anerica
has al ready proven herself.
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VERGENNES
Is it formal trade or formal
recognition Anerica seeks?

As they slip thru a side door, the Doctor notices the spy is gone.

| N THE DRAW NG ROOM
They sit at a table. WMadane’s lap dog finds its natural place.

FRANKLI N
Anerica is a virgin state seeking
only honorable suitors...

MADAME HELVETI US
(huggi ng the Doctor’s neck)
Ben knows a great deal about virgins.

FRANKLI N
| amlike a grandfather trying to
arrange an appropriate marriage
for his granddaughter.

VERGENNES
Do not play coy with nme, Doctor.

A maid serves w ne.

MADAMVE HELVETI US
Ben plays coy with everyone.

VERGENNES

It is the only gane he can play—
unl ess the Anericans actually wn
a battle or two. His populist
notion of liberty not only
threatens the British C own—

(poundi ng his cup down)
but al so the French King.

The dog, barking, escorts Vergennes out.

FRANKLI N
Honest and direct -honorabl e
qualities—a man | can trust.

MADAME HELEVTI US
And rude... Not even a toast to the
United States. Al of France is in
your corner and he knows it.

FRANKLI N
Anerica needs nore than lip service.

MADAVE HELEVTI US
(ki ssing the Doctor)
And you?
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I NT. PARIS - PROFESSEUR LECCEUR S CLASSROOM — SPRI NG DAY

St andi ng before classmates in Quaker garb, Benny becones fodder
for FRANGO S, 9, and LOQU S, 8.

FRANCO S SUBTI TLES
Le garcon Anerican porte The American boy wears rags.
des haill ons.
LOUI S SUBTI TLES
Une créature a |’ aspect idiot. A silly |ooking creature.
FRANCO S SUBTI TLES
Par| ez-vous Francai s? Do you speak French?
BENNY
Qui. Polly vu Francais.

As they nock his m spronunci ation, the Professeur appears.

LECCEUR SUBTI TLES
Assez! C est |le protégé de Enough! This is the protégé of
| "illustre Dr. Franklin. the illustrious Dr. Franklin.

Francoi s and Loui s snicker.

LECCEUR
Not to worry, Benny. Francois and
Louis will practice French with you

everyday. Francois et Louis va
prati quer avec vous chaque jour.

They roll their eyes.

LECCEUR SUBTI TLES
Nous devrions tous éeduquer W shall all teach Benny
Benny ausuj et des vétenents proper French attire, custons,
adéquats et des usages and | anguage... Boys, begin
Francais. Les enfants, com by reciting "The Qur Father."

mencez a prier Notre Peére.

The boys stand, face a Crucifix, and bl ess thenselves. Benny
awkwardly imtates their actions.

MONTAGE - BENNY ADJUSTS TO FRENCH LI FE

A) Wearing French wi gs and costunes, Benny, Francois, and Louis
t ake dancing | essons.

B) Dressed in brown buckskin breeches, Benny learns to ride a horse.

Hi s new conpani ons cheer him

C Wth his friends watching, Benny attenpts to hit a bird with a
stone—breaking a window instead. His friends flee. He gets
caught.
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I NT. PARIS - MADAME BRI LLON S SALON — AUTUWN DAY

Madane Brillon plays a nelancholy song on her piano. Benny and
Tenpl e approach. Across the room Dr. Franklin anmuses fenal e
adm rers before encountering Vergennes.

MADAVE BRI LLON
Why does your Grandpapa toy with thenf

TEMPLE
(sitting next to her)
Are you j eal ous, Madane?

MADAVE BRI LLON
| do not like sharing himwth
ot her nmenbers of ny sex.

TEMPLE
He thinks of you as his daughter.

MADAVE BRI LLON
And | imagine himto be ny Papa...
What brings you to ny sal on?

BENNY
Terri ble news from hone.

MADAME BRI LLON
What news could be so awful ?

TEMPLE
My stepnother has died... | should
have stayed with her in Anmerica.

MADAVE BRI LLON
(taki ng his hand)
You nust not bl ame yourself.

Hiding his tears, Tenple rises. Franklin and Vergennes advance.
Madenoi selle Brillon energes fromtheir path.

BENNY
Madane, runor has it that British
troops have surrounded Phil adel phi a
and taken Franklin Court.

VERGENNES
To put it nore bluntly, Gen. Howe
has captured Phil adel phi a—

FRANKLI N
You, Sir, have it backwards—
Phi | adel phi a has captured Gen. Howe.

VERGENNES
Ei t her way, it does not bode well
for a Franco-Anerican Alli ance.
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Repl aci ng Tenpl e on the bench, the Doctor kisses Madane’s cheeks.
She is distracted by Tenple’s sudden departure with her daughter.

FRANKLI N
A duet, ny child?

MADAVE BRI LLON
Mon cher, Papa.

They play an upbeat tune. Vergennes grins at their bravado.

| NT. / EXT. PASSY HOTEL — A FEW DAYS LATER

Dr. Franklin rests in a chair

FLASHBACK/ DAYDREAM — FRANKLI N COURT BEDROCOM — THI RTY- TWD YEARS AGO

Little Frankie lies in bed. The Doctor checks his son’s pul se and
| ooks upwar d.

FRANKLI N
Pl ease do not extinguish his flane.
He is the light of ny life.

BACK TO PRESENT

Hearing a cabriolet, the Doctor awakens. He and Benny grab their
coats and scurry down the garden steps to greet Tenple.

FRANKLI N
Is it true? Have the British taken
Phi | adel phi a?

TEMPLE
And Franklin Court—but the Baches
managed to escape...

The Doctor turns away, puts his face in his hands, and weeps.
Benny consol es him

TEMPLE
You shoul d al so know t hat GCen.
Bur goyne has surrendered at Sarat oga.

They turn around.

FRANKLI N
Do ny ears deceive nme or do you?

TEMPLE
Neither. Anerican forces have
defeated the British at Saratoga.

FRANKLI N
(lifting his head)
Thanks be to God... Boys, quickly
di spatch the news.
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I NT. PASSY HOTEL — DRAW NG ROCOM - DAY

Sitting on a sofa full of w gs, a prissy, pugnaci ous WGVAKER, 37,
neasures Dr. Franklin's head. Benny and Tenpl e observe.

W GVAKER
You nust be deprived of wigs in
Anerica?

FRANKLI N

In Anerica, we nake nmen—aot w gs.

Gi nning, Tenple hands his grandfather a pocket mirror. After each
fitting, the Doctor exam nes hinself.

FRANKLI N
Per haps, your wigs are too small.

W GVAKER
Per haps, your head is too big.

Bot h cousi ns sni cker.

BENNY
It is worn like this, G andpapa.
TEMPLE
Let King Louis see your natural hair.
It will not foil the Alliance.

The Doctor dism sses the wignaker with a gesture. The latter |eaves
in a huff. The Franklins how wth | aughter.

EXT. /I NT. PALACE OF VERSAILLES - DAY (MARCH 20, 1778)

Peasants swarm Dr. Franklin as he steps fromhis carriage. Seeing
he is wigless and wearing a brown Quaker suit, they salute him as
“Citizen Franklin” and the “Apostle of Liberty.” Benny and Tenpl e,
dressed nore duly, follow wi thout fanfare. (French and American
flags adorn the outside walls.)

I NSI DE THE PALACE

An appal | ed chanberlain stops Dr. Franklin. From behind, Vergennes
ushers the Doctor and his grandsons into the King’ s reception room
Before a bevy of nobility, Franklin bows his head to KING LOU S, 24,
and MARI E ANTO NETTE, 23.

KING LOU S SUBTI TLES
Assurez fernmenment | e Parl enent Firmy assure Congress of our
de non Amti é. friendship.

FRANKLI N SUBTI TLES
Votre Maj esté peut conpter sur Your Majesty may count on the
|l a gratitude du parlenent, et gratitude of Congress and its
sur son respect fidéle du faithful observance of the

traite. Treaty
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Polite applause and full reception ensue. “Ladies of the Court”
encircle the Doctor. The scene dissolves into the famed painting.

EXT. PASSY HOTEL - GARDEN - DAY (July 4, 1778)

Lunching behind a table |aden with Anmerican flags, flowers, fruits,
pot at oes, breads, cakes, and chi ckens—Madane Chaunont, John Adans,
and a thin-faced, highbrowed brunette, ABIGAIL ADAMS, 39, fixate
on Tenple. Wth his back to themall, Dr. Franklin poses for

the master scul ptor, M HOUDON, 37.

TEMPLE
Gen. Washington further wites, “I
am suprenely confident in our arny.
Your personal recommendations, Gen.
Friedrich von Steuben and the
Marqui s de Lafayette, have
performed brilliantly.”

Tenpl e, glinpsing a buxom maid as she serves | enonade, drops the
| etter, pulls out his pocket mrror, and prinps his hair.

TEMPLE
Grandpapa, | wish to be excused.

FRANKLI N
Wait for Benny.

MADAVE CHAUMONT
Pati ence is a virtue.

TEMPLE
But not so to |lecture one on it.

Tenpl e bl ows Madane a kiss. Adans | eans toward Franklin.

ADAMS
Perhaps our mlitary victories and
di pl omatic successes will bring

King George to the table.

FRANKLI N
Precisely two years after we decl ared
| ndependence? It is highly doubtful.

VRS. ADAMS
s sitting for Houdon necessary?

Adans cautions his wfe.

FRANKLI N
Do you think it vain, Abigail?

TEMPLE
(putting his mrror away)
W all think it vain, G andpapa.
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HOUDON
Dr. Franklin, if I amto finish be-
fore your other guests arrive, you
must sit still.

Dressed in Parisian attire, Benny dashes into the garden. The
delicate, fair-haired Anerican, JOHN QU NCY ADAMS, 11, foll ows.
Benny bows in French style. The Doctor stands.

BENNY JOHN QUI NCY
Bonj our. Happy | ndependence Day.

MADAVE CHAUMONT
Such gentl enen.

FRANKLI N
How is ny little Kingbird?

TEMPLE
Your “French” Kingbird. He
probably bl esses hinself and
bows to the King.

Johnny sits next to his nother. Benny squeezes a chair between his
gr andf at her and Madame Chaunont.

ADAMS
Benny’ s transformation is remarkabl e.

VRS. ADAMS
The boys | ook splendid...
(tasting a potato wedge)
Ben, you are so right to praise the
French potato. It is sinply delicious.

FRANKLI N
Your famly’'s addition to our hunble
enbassy, Abigail, has greatly inproved
Anerican prospects. John Quincy is
presently the nost gifted student in
Eur ope—due to your efforts, no doubt.

VRS. ADAMS
Dr. Franklin, you exaggerate. But
| do appreciate your recognition of
not herly virtues.

MADAVE CHAUMONT
(pi nchi ng Benny's cheek)
| wish to keep Benny for nysel f—
such a handsone French gentl eman.

FRANKLI N
Benny is forenpbst an Anerican, a
Presbyterian, and a Republi can.
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TEMPLE
(sl owy cl appi ng)
Bravo, G andpapa! Aunt Sally woul d
be so proud.

FRANKLI N
Il will put an end to this.

MADAVE CHAUMONT
An end to what, Dr. Franklin?

BENNY
(st ands)
Have | di spl eased you, G andpapa?

Madane Hel vétius, with her lap dog and cortege, splashes onto the
scene. Stepping over the Adanses, she kisses Franklin on the |ips.
Ms. Adans gasps. Madane sighs. The dog grow s.

MADAMVE HELVETI US
Ben, you promised to only invite
friends.

As Madane takes Benny's seat, Ms. Adans raises her eyebrows,
sei zes her husband’s arm and nudges her son.

MRS. ADAMS
It is time for us to | eave.

EXT. /1 NT. PROFESSEUR LECCEUR S SCHOOL - DAY

The tall, suave PH LABERT CRAMER, 33, assists Dr. Franklin out of a
buggy. From a classroom Benny sees his grandfather. The Doctor
barges into the Professeur’s office.

LECCEUR
Dr. Franklin, a nost pleasant
surprise. Wat brings you?

Donni ng his school uniform a w nded Benny enters and bows.

LECCEUR
Mast er Bache, a perfect French
gent | eman.

FRANKLI N

You do nmean “Anerican gentleman.”

LECCEUR
Did you not wish himto be i mersed
in French cul ture?

FRANKLI N
(turns to Benny)
| have decided to transfer you to a
school in Ceneva.
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BENNY

Grand-pére, dois-je partir?
FRANKLI N

I n English—pl ease, Benny.
BENNY

Grandpapa, nust | |eave? | have

made friends here and you are near.

The Doctor slips LeCoeur an envel ope.

FRANKLI N
Prof essor, ny deepest gratitude.
(to Benny)

Pack your bags. M Craner awaits us.

BENNY
But, G andpapa, what about ny part
in the Revol ution?

EXT. /1 NT. GENEVA - DE MARI GNAC HOUSE - DAY

From the Rhéne, the hills rise steeply amd vivid Renai ssance
structures until reaching their peak—St. Peter’s Cathedral. Nearby,
Craner escorts Benny to a three-story nmansion. The pretty but stoic
GOVERNANTE Al I RE, 25, greets them

CRAMER SUBTI TLES
Governante Aiire, Je vous le Governante Aiire, | bring you
petit-fils anmene du | e cél ebre t he grandson of the cel ebrated
Dr. Frankli n—Benjam n Franklin Dr. Frankli n—Benjam n Franklin
Bache. Bache.

GOVERNANTE Al | RE SUBTI TLES
Nous vous attendi ons. W have been expecting you.

| nsi de, CGovernante summpns MONSI EUR DE MARI GNAC, 50, a frail, féted
French intellectual, and his plunpish wife, MADAVME DE MARI GNAC, 45.

GOVERNANTE Al | RE SUBTI TLES

Vos invités sont arrives. Your guests have arrived.
DE MARI GNAC

Benny—wel cone. | am Gabriel de

Marignac. MW wife, Gllisard..

MADAVE DE MARI GNAC SUBTI TLES
C est un plaisir. Nous allons It is a pleasure. D nner
servir |le diner bient6t. will be served shortly.

I N THE DI NI NG ROOM

Madane seats Benny. De Marignac seats his wife, then hinself.
Benny observes Craner sneaking into the kitchen.
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MADAME DE MARI GNAC SUBTI TLES
Avez-vous des freres ou des Have you any siblings, Benny?
Saeirs, Benny?

DE MARI GNAC
Dear, we nust honor Dr. Franklin's
request to speak in English

BENNY
| have a brother—and a sister whom
| have never net.

Benny wat ches as Craner ni bbles on Governante' s ear.

MADAVE DE MARI GNAC ( OS)
Qur children are visiting their
G andmanmma. We did not wish to
overwhel myou on your first day.

Governante escapes Craner’s grasp and carries a carved duck into
the dining room Tailing her, Cranmer takes a seat.

GOVERNANTE Al | RE
Le diner est servi.

MADAME DE MARI GNAC
Where did you di sappear to, M
Craner ?

CRAMER
| was...sanpling the dessert.

Benny smles to hinself. Craner winks at him

MADAVE DE MARI GNAC
After supper, Governante Aiire wll
show you to your room

BENNY
Thank you, Madane.

DE MARI GNAC
(proposing a toast)
To Benjam n Franklin Bache and the
Aneri can Revol uti on.

Benny braves another smle and it is contagious.
| NT. / EXT. DE MARI GNAC HOUSE - BENNY’ S ROOM - RAI NY DAY

Sitting at a desk, Benny lifts his buried head to finish a sketch
of Dr. Franklin. He then wites, "“August 27, 1778,” on bl ank sheet.

BENNY (VO
Dear G andpapa, tonorrow will be ny
ninth birthday, so to please you,
have renenbered to date this letter.
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Staring out the wi ndow, he becones entranced by the steady rain.

BENNY (VO
VWhile | have only just arrived a
week ago, | am |l onesone for you.

My cl assmates do not seem eager to
be friends. Everyone el se, though,
wel cones ne as if | were Dr.
Franklin. They invite ne to teas,
ball s, and pl ays.

(wi pi ng away tears)
M Craner introduced ne to the
phi | osopher, Rousseau—Aow both nen
are dead. Since you adnoni shed ne
| ast, | have witten Mama and Papa.
Lovi ng, your grandson, Benny.

De Marignac knocks on the door and enters.

DE MARI GNAC
Benny, is sonething wong?

BENNY
Manma said | nust hel p Grandpapa w n
t he Revolution. But how can | do
so from here?

De Marignac sits on the edge of Benny's bed.

DE MARI GNAC
The American Revolution will 1inger
on long after the war has ended and
your Grandpapa has left this earth.
A new generation of |leaders will be
needed to carry on the |l egacy. Your
Grandpapa is preparing you. He has
sent you here so that we m ght
enl i ghten your mnd, nold your
character, and apprentice you
to be a printer Iike him

BENNY
| would rather be lawer |ike Uncle

ul
WIIliam

DE MARI GNAC
(smling as he | eaves)
Then a | awyer you shall be.

Agai n, Benny stares out the window. Rain changes to snow as the
green sumrery | andscape becones a white wintry one. A maturing
and handsone Benny, now 14, puts aside a drawing of his

gr andf at her—+hen dates a letter, “March 7, 1783.~
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FLASHBACK - SCENES FROM LETTER — BENNY’ S POV

BENNY (VO
Dear G andpapa, the rebellion has
qui eted down, but French troops stil
occupy Geneva and parade about town.
On the feast of St. Louis, they held
a review discharging thirty pieces of
cannon, firing a salvo of nusketry,
and letting-off Roman fire.

(di pping his quill in ink)
Yesterday, | w tnessed the shooting
of a poor Piednontese soldier for
stealing a few pennies. He was
surrounded by his reginment and | ed
forward by a priest. They sat himon
a snowy slope and tied himto a pole.
After blessing him the priest backed
away. On signal, the squad fired.

FADE TO BLACK
FLASHBACK CONTI NUED — SCENES FROM LETTER - BENNY'S POV

BENNY (VO
Today, we boys, Johan, Jean, and
I, planned our own execution—ef a
carnivorous cat which had killed our
newborn gui nea pig. Johan suggested
revenge. As | was indignant, | eagerly
agreed. W searched the snow covered
field and found the guilty party
hovering over another pig s renains.
| grabbed the aninmal by the throat-
but when he nmeowed, | |et him go.

BACK TO SCENE
Benny touches-up the drawing and conpletes his letter.

BENNY (VO
| hear, ny dear G andpapa, that you
are planning to ride a balloon this
sutmer.  As | have always wanted to
fly, I ask a special favor—permt
me to acconpany you—er at the very
| east —eome hone to you.

EXT. /I NT. PASSY - MADAME BRI LLON S ESTATE - DAY

On the veranda, the Doctor delights in the soothing ms-en-scene of
the garden below. He drafts a letter dated “April 20, 1783.~

FRANKLI N (VO
Dear Benny, | received your touching
|l etter and wi sh you to know that |
| ook forward to your return.
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FRANKLI N ( Cont’ d)
But as | aminvolved in the nost
sensitive of negotiations, you mnust
stay put. | wll send for you at
year’ s end.

Tenpl e pops his head out an open w ndow.

TEMPLE
Madane awaits you

FRANKLI N
Spl endi d.

I N THE BEDROOM

Dr. Franklin takes his place at the chess table. Tenple, |urking
behind him gawks at Madane as she soaks in a covered bath.

MADAVE BRI LLON
Tenpl e—pour hot water for ne.

Fetching a pail fromthe fireplace, he readily enpties it into the
t ub.

MADAVE BRI LLON
Papa, | believe it is your nove.

FRANKLI N
(eyei ng his hostess)
That will be all, Tenple.

Tenpl e backs his way out the door.

MADAME BRI LLON
Mon cher—aind the board.

FRANKLI N
(painfully shifts his body)
| am havi ng troubl e concentrating.

MADAVE BRI LLON
Due to your wandering eyes.

FRANKLI N
(moves his rook)
When | was young and enjoyed favors
fromyour sex, | never had the gout.

MADAVE BRI LLON
So fenmal e affection was the renedy?

FRANKLI N
I f you had an ounce of the Christian
charity you so often speak of, you'd
favor ne now and relieve ny pain.
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She splashes himw th water, then positions her knight.

MADAVE BRI LLON
The sin in your eyes has so nany
branches and is repeated so often—

FRANKLI N
(his horse takes her queen)
Madane m stakes sin for desire.

MADAVE BRI LLON
Somet hing el se is bothering you.

FRANKLI N
Benny wi shes to cone hone.

MADAVE BRI LLON
After six years—+t is certainly tine.

FRANKLI N
It is certainly not the tine. | fear
| amlosing nmy ability to concentrate.
Benny will be a further distraction.

Madane grabs a towel, covers herself, and steps out of the tub.

MADAVE BRI LLON
Your whole |ife has been a testanent
to the inportance of distractions...
Could it be Benny is a rem nder that
your days in France are nunbered?

FRANKLI N
| amtoo old to | eave France and |
am never | eavi ng you.

Putting on a robe, Madane kisses his brow and sits next to him

FRANKLI N
Despite Congress’ instructions, M.
Adanms and M. Jay are insisting on a
separate peace w th Engl and—wi t hout
consulting France. After such an
affront, how do | arrange for the six
mllion livres we so urgently need?

MADAME BRI LLON
Go to Vergennes. Use your powers
of persuasion. The King will oblige—

FRANKLI N
If only you were her Majesty.

She corners his king with her knight.

MADAME BRI LLON
| am now—ehecknat e.
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EXT. PASSY HOTEL — DUSK
Dr. Franklin (with cane) and Vergennes stroll thru a rose garden

VERGENNES
Your separate treaty with Engl and
is nost favorable to your young
nation... | fear, however, that you
have achi eved your success at the
expense of France and our Alliance.

Leani ng over a rose bush, the Doctor carefully snaps a branch with
two roses and hands it to him

FRANKLI N
These fl owers enbody our nations.
France is in bloom Anmerica is
buddi ng. Together, they are a
t hing of beauty.

VWhile sniffing France, Vergennes pricks his mddle finger.

VERGENNES
And the thorns, | suppose, represent
the British.

FRANKLI N

| ndeed. The pricks seek to pierce our
alliance. But if the French were to—

VERGENNES
What nmore could nmy King do for you?

FRANKLI N
If his Majesty were to lend the
United States an additional ten
mllion livres, the British would
realize their mscal cul ation

| NT. / EXT. DE MARI GNAC HOUSE - DAY

Luggage i n hand, Benny marches down the living room stairs.
Governante Aiire, the De Marignacs and their four children,
tearfully hug him

MADAVE DE MARI GNAC
| pine your return.

GOVERNANTE Al | RE SUBTI TLES
Nous all ons vous regretter W will dearly m ss you.
Vi venont .

The two nen haul out the bags. An attractive nmadenviselle pecks
Benny’ s cheek. As Benny boards the coach, he enbraces De Marignac.

BENNY
My G andpapa will not be pl eased.
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DE MARI GNAC
Not at first. But soon he will be
as happy as | amsad... Al ways

remenber, Benny, virtue is the
foundati on of every good character
and every great nation. You wl|
make a fine | awer soneday.

BENNY
If only I could be as good as you
and ny G andpapa.. .

EXT. /I NT. THE STREETS OF VERSAI LLES — SAME TI ME
Dr. Franklin and John Adans travel by coach
FRANKLI N

It was certainly noble of Mn
Vergennes to invite us—

ADAMS
What you ascribe as noble, | think
an act of desperation.
FRANKLI N
Then why have you bothered to cone?
Has 6 mllion livres bought your—
ADAMS

| f anyone has been bought by France,
Doctor, it is you. The French were
only concerned over our renewed

rel ations with Engl and.

The carriage abruptly stops. In agony, the Doctor adjusts his
position. Adans sighs.

ADAMS
Ben, forgive ne—

FRANKLI N
Renenber our agreenent, John—all ow
me to do the tal king.

Adans nods as the driver opens the cabin door. They assist the
Doctor to his feet. Vergennes greets them

VERGENNES
Gentl enen, good news. It appears the
Ki ng has forgiven your reckl ess and
rude behavi or—but has your Congress?

The Doctor w nces.
ADANS

W need not explain our behavior to
you, to your King, or to Congress.
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EXT. ROAD TO PASSY — DAWN

Benny’ s coach approaches the gates of the Bastille, whisks by the
Monastery of the Wiite Tears, crosses the Pont de Neuilly, and
enters the Chanps El ysées—before clinbing the sl opes of Passy.

EXT. /1 NT. PASSY HOTEL - CONTI NUOUS

Benny hops out of the cabin and into the foyer—early bunping into
hi s grandf at her.

FRANKLI N
Benny? What are you—+ specifically
instructed you to remain in Geneva.

BENNY
Grandpapa, do not be angry with ne. M
De Marignac thought it best | return.
(reaching into his pocket)
He has sent along this overdue bill

The Doctor, leaning on him grabs it.

FRANKLI N
Vel l...since you are here—breakfast?
I N THE DI Nl NG ROOM
BENNY

W1l Tenple be joining us?

FRANKLI N
He sel dom wakes before noon. Poor
Ri chard says, “Early to bed...

BENNY
Early to rise...

BENNY AND FRANKLI N
Makes a man heal thy, wealthy, and w se.”

FRANKLI N
You have arrived at the hour of ny
finest victory. The British have
capitulated. The war is ended.

Benny pours two gl asses of w ne-handing one to the Doctor.
Tenpl e observes fromthe doorway.

FRANKLI N
(sits)
Naturally, M. Adans and M. Jay are
to be credited, but left to ny own
devi ces, Canada woul d have been ours.

BENNY
To the United States of Anerica.
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FRANKLI N
To the Treaty of Paris.

TEMPLE
To victory at Yorktown.

BENNY
(leaping to him
Tenpl e!

TEMPLE

(cool ly hugging him
Littl e—dah—bi g Ki ngbird.

BENNY
Grandpapa has trunpeted the news.

TEMPLE
About hi nmsel f.

Benny pours himw ne. They sit.

Tenpl e squi

TEMPLE
Your Mot her has given birth—-again.
Your new si ster has been chri stened
Deborah in honor of G andnmanmma.

FRANKLI N
Did it occur to you that | w shed
to tell hinf

TEMPLE
It did.
FRANKLI N
You have grown insufferable over
t he years.
TEMPLE
(rising)
After breakfast, | shall present
you with letters and portraits from
honme... Later, we will visit Paris.
BENNY

| should stay with G andpapa.

TEMPLE
As you w sh. ..

rnms out of the room
FRANKLI N

Renenber, Tenple, tonorrow we sit
for the official Signers’ Portrait.



54

FRANKLI N
Wat ch hi m cl osel y.

BENNY

Spy on hinf
The Doctor w nks at Benny,
| NT. PASSY HOTEL -
Pai nt er BENJAM N WEST, 45,

Adanms, and John Jay around
the door. The haughty,

poi nty-nosed

who counters with a dubious grin.

ROOM OVERLOOKI NG THE SEI NE — DAY

positions Dr.
a couch.

Franklin, Tenple,

ROBESPI ERRE, 25, appears.

John
Hearing a knock, Benny opens

ROBESPI ERRE

Robespi erre—avec Une
lettre du Dr. Franklin con-
cernant |le statut |égal de

son paratonnerre en France.

Avocat

BENNY
Il se trouve nal
nonent .

en ce
Je le transnettrai.

Handi ng Benny t he post,

ROBESPI ERRE
Merci. Dites noi. Pourquoi est
ce Que M West ne paint plus?

BENNY
Les Mnisters britanni ques ont
refuse de s’ asseoir—trop géneés.

A smling Robespierre departs.
posturing Anmericans.

EXT. PASSY HOTEL - CLOUDY FALL DAY

Tenpl e whi ps his horse as he and Benny take-off

BENNY

Do you visit Paris often?

TEMPLE
To escape prison.

SUBTI TLES
Attorney Robespierre with
aletter for Dr. Franklin
regardi ng French | egal status
of his lightning rod.

SUBTI TLES
He is quite indisposed at the
nmonent. | will pass it along.

Robespi erre notices Wst’s painting.

SUBTI TLES
Thank you... Tell ne, why is
M West not painting all the
si gners?

SUBTI TLES
The British Mnisters refused
to sit—+oo0 hum i at ed.

Benny recasts his eyes upon the
The scene dissolves into a stil

portrait.

in a Cabriolet.

(strikes the horse again)

The old man is ny jailor.

BENNY
B. Free Franklin?

TEMPLE
Freedom for al

After a third thrashing,

but his | oved ones.

t he horse speeds up.
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EXT. PARI S CENTRE — LATER

TWO SENSUCQUS MESDEMO SELLES spot Benny and Tenpl e parking their
buggy.

MADEMO SELLE #1
Monsi eur Franklin...a coincidence.

MADEMO SELLE #2
Who i s your handsone conpani on?

TEMPLE
My cousin, Benny.

Benny nods. It starts to drizzle.

MADEMO SELLE #1
W are on our way to the outdoor
theatre. And you?

TEMPLE
To the café.

MADEMO SELLE #2
VWhat a pity. Wiy not join us?

Tenpl e 1 ooks up at the spitting sky and waves good-bye. As the
drizzl e becones a downpour, the cousins duck under an awni ng.

TEMPLE
How | envied you in Geneva.

BENNY
| envied you—+iving in Passy.

TEMPLE
What did you study?

BENNY
Phi | osophy, Law, Art—

Young Pari sian wonen join them

TEMPLE
| studied the fermales of Paris. They
taught nme “the art of |ove.”

BENNY
D d G andpapa approve?

TEMPLE
Approve? He invented "the art."

The rain stops. Tenple and Benny spot the Mesdenoi sell es.

TEMPLE
Twi ce in one day—+t nust be fate.
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MADEMO SELLE #1
The perfornmance has been cancel | ed.

Al ong the street, the foursone pair-off.

MADEMO SELLE #2
Monsi eur, are you visiting Paris?

BENNY
| live at L' Hbtel de Val entinois.

MADEMO SELLE #2
Wth Dr. Franklin?

BENNY
Do you know ny G andpapa?

MADEMO SELLE #2
Everyone knows your G andpapa—
especially the | adies.

Benny | ooks over his shoulder. Tenple and Madenoi sell e #1 have
vani shed. Madenvoi selle #2 lures Benny down an alley. Wile they
ki ss, she undoes his shirt.

BENNY
You have your reputation—

She puts her finger to his |ips and resunes her seduction.

BENNY
Tenpl e arranged this.

MADEMO SELLE #2
I n your honor.

BENNY
How revol ti ng.

MADEMO SELLE #2
(sl apping his face)
You find me revolting?

BENNY
Not you. This—

She sl aps hi m agai n.

BENNY
Did he pay you?

MADEMO SELLE #2
(slapping hima third tine)
Tenpl e suggested you were | onely,
that is all... W thought—
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BENNY
| do not wish to hear what either
of you thought.

MADEMO SELLE #2
Qui, Monsieur. Good night.

She ditches Benny, who, after redoing his shirt, wal ks honme al one.
| NT. PASSY HOTEL - DI NI NG ROOM — NEXT DAY
Benny—o0i ning Dr. Franklin and Madane Hel véti us—pours hinself juice.

MADAMVE HELVETI US
| amthrilled by the conpany of
the Franklin nen.

BENNY
W seemto be m ssing one.

FRANKLI N
He has not returned. How did you—

Downi ng his drink, Benny signals his grandfather to drop the matter.

FRANKLI N
If the two of you are agreeable, we
shall visit the park and pay
tribute to the ball oonists.

BENNY
A fantastic ideal

MADAMVE HELVETI US
Wonder f ul !

EXT. PARI S - CHAMP- DE- MARS - LATER

Pari si ans acknowl edge Dr. Franklin (leaning on his cane) and Madane
Hel vétius (wal king her lap dog) as they stroll armin-arm Benny
| eads themto the balloon platform

MADAMVE HELVETI US
Ben, you al ways speak of useful ness.
What is the use of this invention?

FRANKLI N
What is the use of a newborn chil d?
Necessity is the nother of invention
and the balloon is, by far, the
greatest invention to date... As a
weapon of war, it would inpose peace.
What nation could defend itself
agai nst five thousand ball oons,
wel | -armed and provi si oned?



A throng gathers around the balloon and its navigator.

BENNY
Brilliant, G andpapa.

of f, the dog barks incessantly.

Of in a distance, the balloon falls fromthe sky.

FRANKLI N
| magi ne the next few centuries. The
enl i ghtened m ght someday transform
bal l oon flight into space flight and
| and on the noon!

BENNY
Is this not the greatest age? One
day soon, we shall all be flying.

FRANKLI N
(to Madane)
If only God, in Hs wi sdom had
provi ded manki nd with w ngs—

MADAMVE HELVETI US

Then men and wonen would truly be free.

EXT. VILLAGE OF GONESSE — CONTI NUQUS

Fear f ul

and hysterical

bal | oon with pitchforks.

I NT. PASSY HOTEL - DI NI NG ROOM — NEXT DAY

The Franklins eat a light |unch.

FRANKLI N
Boys, if we are to go swimring in the
Sei ne, we nust end this chitchat.

BENNY
(to Tenple)
You shoul d have seen the spectacul ar
bal | oon flight yesterday.

Rolling his eyes, Tenple bites into an apple.

TEMPLE
Sorry I mssed it.

FRANKLI N
(sl amm ng down his tea cup)
Enough. Wiy nust you bring Benny’s
spirit dowmn with your own?

TEMPLE
Benny, Benny, Benny—you seemto have
forgotten you have two grandsons.
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As it takes

villagers destroy the partially inflated



59

FRANKLI N
Nonsense. | have done everyt hing
in ny power to assist you.

Ri sing, Tenple throws his apple into the hearth.

TEMPLE
Your power? You serve as Mnister
to France at the King's insistence—
an ironic twist of fate.

Benny clears his throat. Tenple |ooks at him then sits.

TEMPLE
is tinme you learnt that the
acy of the great Dr. Franklin
| be a heavy burden to bear in
fe. I have slaved all these years
his secretary—and to what purpose.

o~
-3

o
o<

FRANKLI N
| do not believe in a deserved
i nheritance—enly in hard work.
Benny begins daily training to
beconme a printer. And you?

TEMPLE
Has it ever occurred to you that
he may not wish to be a printer?

FRANKLI N
Benny, is this true?

He shakes his head “no” and lowers it. The Doctor turns to Tenple.

FRANKLI N
What have you to say for yoursel f?

TEMPLE
At your direction, | betrayed ny
father—and left the only nother |
have ever known to die al one.

FRANKLI N
Your father chose King George over
his wife and son. He, not you,
abandoned your stepnother... If
you had stayed with himin Anerica,
you woul d have suffered his fate.

EXT. PASSY Rl VERFRONT — M NUTES LATER

The Franklins wade naked in the waist-high waters of the Seine.
Tenpl e stares silently ahead.

BENNY
Tell us, Tenple.
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TEMPLE
Madane Brillon has refused nme her
daughter’s hand in marri age.

FRANKLI N
It nmust be on ny account.

Tenple rolls his eyes. The Doctor eases his way into deeper waters.

FRANKLI N
| will speak to Madane.

TEMPLE
Bef ore you do, you must know t hat
| amto be a father.

FRANKLI N
(turni ng around)
Madenoi selle Brillon is with child?

TEMPLE
No, Madane Chaunont .

Startled, Benny dives into the water opposite them
FRANKLI N

Madane Chaunont? How can you be
certain it is not her husband' s?

TEMPLE
They have not had relations in over
a year.
FRANKLI N
Married or unmarried—t nmatters not
to you.
TEMPLE
Madame will raise the child.
FRANKLI N

It is just as well—+ cannot fathom
your fatherhood.

The Doctor swins ashore. Tenple strokes his way to Benny.

TEMPLE
| apol ogi ze for ny outburst...

BENNY
He only desires what is best for us.

TEMPLE
And what do you desire?

BENNY
To be a | awyer
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TEMPLE
(dunki ng Benny)
| knewit. You nust tell him
MONTAGE — BENNY ADJUSTS TO LI FE AT PASSY
A) Benny and Tenple fence in the breezy autum air.
B) On a snowy day, a printer trains Benny to run a rolling press.
C) Benny awakens, greets his caged kingbird, and places it on his

finger. Suddenly, it flies around the room out the w ndow, and
into the Spring garden bel ow.

EXT. PASSY HOTEL - GARDEN - DAY (JULY 4, 1785)
Hotel staff arrange chairs. Nearby, Benny observes Tenple killing
a nouse with a bottle of "fixed-air"” then bringing it back to life.

BENNY
You are a finer conjuror than Mesner.

Leaning heavily on his cane, Dr. Franklin sits near his grandsons.

FRANKLI N
Boys, come hither and take a seat...
This 4th of July we put M Mesner to
the test—just as we did the British
ni ne years ago.

BENNY
We would not miss it.

TEMPLE
O the lovely | adies.

Guests begin taking their places.

FRANKLI N
The dreaded news has finally arrived.
| have been recalled. W nust |eave
our bel oved France for Anerica.

TEMPLE
Hone to Phil adel phia? What is to
become of us?

FRANKLI N
Reacquai nt ourselves with our city,
our famly, and our friends.

BENNY

But | have no friends there—
FRANKLI N

You will make friends, finish your

education, becone a printer.
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TEMPLE
(st ands)
It all ends, just like that?

FRANKLI N
Qur mssionis far fromover. W
must mai ntain the Revolution from
the American side of the Atlantic.
Tonmorrow, we begi n packi ng—Fenpl e,
you have | oose ends to tie up.

A trunpet blast pronpts the Doctor to begin the proceedings. Benny
and Tenple join Madame Brillon, Vergennes, and Acadeny Scientists.

FRANKLI N SUBTI TLES
Si votre npjesté et |’ Acadenie If it pleases her Mjesty
veul ent bien, M Mesner and the Acadeny, M Mesner
Mesmer devirions commencer. shal | begi n.

Queen Marie, seated prom nently, nods. Spectators whisper as the
whi t e- hai red, bl ack-caped M MESMER, 52, enters the staging area.
A blindfolded M DELSON, 38, follows.

MESMER SUBTI TLES
Je presente M Del son, que | present M Del son, whom |
j al gueri de paralysie en have cured of paralysis, in
Trios nois, au noyen du three nonths, by way of ani nal
magnéti sme animal. Je oindre magnetism | will now anoi nt
mai nenant quatre abres. four trees.

Mesnmer waves a nmagneti c wand agai nst four nearby trees. He then
removes Del son’ s blindfold.

MESMVER SUBTI TLES
Trouvez |l es arbres oints. Fi nd the anoi nted trees.

Del son grabs three anointed trees for a few seconds at a tine.

MESMER SUBTI TLES
Avez-vous senti queqgl ue chose, Did you feel anything, M
M Del son? Del son?

DEL SON SUBTI TLES
J’ai senti un choc qui a | felt a shock which in-
augnenté d’ arbre en arbre. creased fromtree to tree.

After stunbling around, Delson clings to a fourth tree.

MESMER SUBTI TLES
Que ressentez vous? VWhat are you feeling now?

Del son col l apses in a seizure. Hesitating, the Doctor stands.

FRANKLI N SUBTI TLES
Votre Maj esté, Mesdanes et Your Hi ghness, |adies and
Messi eurs, vous avez éte gentl emen, you have w t nessed

ténmoi ns d’ un acte fraudul eux. a fraudul ent act.
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FRANKLI N SUBTI TLES
Le quatri éne et dernier arbre The fourth and final tree from
duqual Del son est tonmbé n’était which M Delson fell was not
pas perm |es arbres oints. one of the anointed trees. The
L’ électricité que M Mesner electricity M Mesner clains to
dit avoir ms en novenment n’a have set in notion is void of
pas des qualités magnéti ques. any magnetic qualities.

St unned audi ence nenbers nurmur. Tenple, Benny, Madane Brillon, and
Vergennes encircle the Doctor. Jefferson approaches from behi nd.

TEMPLE
VWhat will be left of Jerem ah, if
this is how you treat Mesner?

FRANKLI N
Infidels like M Mesner coul d
weaken Christian faith in the
mracles of the New Testanent.

JEFFERSON
A conbination of folly and fraud.

FRANKLI N
Tom M. Anbassador, congratul ations
on your appointnent. Do not permt M
Vergennes to take advantage of you.

VERGENNES
The way you have taken advant age
of France, Dr. Franklin?

MADAVE BRI LLON
(ki ssing the Doctor's cheek)
Mon Cher Papa... | have m ssed you.

From out of nowhere, Madane Hel vétius interjects herself between
t hem—extending her armto Franklin. He politely kisses it.

MADAVE BRI LLON
My charm ng and redoubtable rival.

The Mesdanes ki ss cheek to cheek. Madane Brillon pulls the Doctor
asi de.

MADAVE BRI LLON
s it true, Papa? Are you |eaving?

Franklin lingers in silence as a weeping Madane recoils. He reaches
out to her.

MADAVE BRI LLON
How could you lie to ne? | refuse
to say goodbye.

Madane Brillon vani shes. Madanme Hel vétius reappears and slips her
hand under the Doctor’s arm They rejoin the others.
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MADAME HELVETI US
Ben, | have not recently had the
pl easure of your conpany.

FRANKLI N
Forgive me, Madane, | amwaiting
‘“til the nights are |onger.

Benny points to Tenple, who flirts with two fenal es.

BENNY
Grandpapa, Tenple and | are off..

JEFFERSON
Ah, to be young again.

The trunpet blows. Queen Marie descends upon the stage.

QUEEN MARI E SUBTI TLES
Menbres de |’ Acadam e, sujets Acadeny nenbers, |oyal subjects,
| oyaux, pernetez-noi de render on this, the 9th Anniversary of
honmage & un des plus grand honme of Anerican |ndependence, allow
d’ atat aunonde le—Br. Franklin. me to pay honage to the world’'s
greatest statesnmen—br. Franklin.

The audi ence appl auds as Vergennes escorts the Doctor forward.

QUEEN MARI E SUBTI TLES
Sil n est pas occupa a server If he is not busy serving his
server son pays il se charge country, he is ably serving
du notre avec conpetence en ours—protecting us from
nous protageant des crapul es scoundrels like M Mesner. Dr.

comme M Mesner. Dr. Franklin, Franklin, on the occasion of

a |’ ocassion de votre derni en your final public appearance
representation public, leRoi et in France, the King and I w sh
noi - méme sou haitons vous faire to present you with a token
faire partnotre i mense estine. of our inmrense esteem

The Queen unveils a mniature of King Louis XVI, encrusted with 400
di anonds. The audi ence sounds its approval.

MONTAGE - BENNY AND TEMPLE IN PARI S
A) The cousins and their dates attend The Barber of Seville.
B) They entertain friends at an outdoor cafeée.
C) At night, they visit Vaux Hall to watch the Royal Dance Troop.
EXT. PARIS - SAINT GERVAIN FAIR — NI GHT
Tenpl e and Benny observe a pl ain | ooking redhead, ABBY ADAMS, 18.
TEMPLE
Can you spot the Anerican | adies?

Notice, then, the big feet and
unrefined manners of Abby Adans.



M SS ADAMS
Good eveni ng, gentlenen..
Per haps, | should have used the

singular form
Tenpl e scoffs at her. Benny nods.

BENNY
Good evening, M ss Adans.

M SS ADAMS
Call ne Abby... You nust be Benny,
t he good grandson.

TEMPLE
(pul I'i ng hi m away)
Save yourself while you can

| NT. PASSY HOTEL - DRAW NG ROOM — DAY ( AUGUST
On the sofa, Madanme Hel vétius caresses Dr. Franklin' s face.

MADAME HELVETI US
Your proposal flatters ne, but |
shant soil the nmenory of ny husband.

FRANKLI N
Madanme, in a dream | had, your
deceased husband inforned nme he had
happily taken a new wife in heaven,
ny Deborah, who told ne flatly, “I
have been a good wife to you for a
hal f century—be content with that.”

MADAMVE HELVETI US
You are still dreamng...

FRANKLI N
Only of you.

MADAMVE HELVETI US
Then why nust you return to Anmerica?

Benny and Tenple enter and pack the remaini ng boxes.

MADAMVE HELVETI US
How was your final evening in Paris?

BENNY
W mngled with everyone—ncl udi ng
John Quincy’ s sister, Abby.

FRANKLI N
She woul d make a fine catch

TEMPLE
Gabby Abby? You cannot be serious.

65
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MADAVE HELVETI US
Poor Richard advi ses “Keep your
eyes wi de open before marri age,
hal f shut afterward.”

Ver gennes, Jefferson, and Madane Chaunont (hol ding a sl eepy TODDLER)
appear. Tenple renoves the boy from Madane’s care. Franklin, with
the aid of his cane and Benny, rises. Vergennes hugs him

VERGENNES
Permit ne a sinple observation. You
are, by far, the finest diplomat the
wor | d has ever known.

JEFFERSON
(shaki ng Franklin’ s hand)
| am your successor, only. You
coul d never be repl aced.

MADAVE CHAUMONT
(ki ssing Franklin s cheek)
W will be lost wthout you.

Moved to tears, the Doctor attenpts to speak. Instead, he enbraces
his col | eagues and hugs Madane Hel vétius as she joins him
FRANKLI N
My enotions have swal | owed ny words.

It is tinme.
EXT. WALKWAY OF PASSY - LATER

A barge, hauling 128 boxes, floats down the Seine. Hotel staff and
wel | -wi shers drop petals of flowers along Dr. Franklin s path.

Am d the sobbing, they kiss their ailing patriarch and his

gr andsons goodbye.

EXT. LONDON HARBOR — DUSK

A frigate, carrying the Franklins, docks. An anxious and graying
WIlliam now 56, stands by a British flagpole. Tenple rushes to
him Benny, watching his grandfather, |ags behind. The Doctor
glinpses the gathering fromon deck. He |ooks to the heavens.
FLASHBACK — PHI LADELPHI A FARM — RAI NY DAY — THI RTY YEARS AGO

As an electrical stormrages, Wlliamfearlessly flies a kite across
the pasture. Dr. Franklin records the event froma shed.

Then it happens. Lightening strikes the kite. WIIliamrenains
unharned. Father and son dash into each other’s arns.

BACK TO PRESENT

The Doctor watches his progeny fromthe seclusion of the ship.
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EXT. SHORES OF THE DELAWARE — DAY ( SEPTEMBER 14, 1786)

Anericans swanp the returning Franklins. Richard, Sarah, and
WIlly (hiding a kite) |ead the way.

Rl CHARD
Papa, Tenpl e, Benny!

As the crowd fétes Dr. Franklin and Tenpl e, Benny enbraces his
m ddl e-aged parents. WIIly, now 15, and taller than Benny, presents
himw th “Kingbird.”

SARAH

Thank God you have returned safely.
BENNY

WIly? You were a boy when | left.
SARAH

And so were you... Cone neet your

brot hers and si sters.

Sarah i ntroduces Benny to his younger siblings—ELIZABETH, 10; LOU S,
7, RICHARD, JR., 5; and DEBBIE, 4. He kisses their cheeks.

SARAH
El i zabeth, Louis, R chard, Jr., and
Debbi e—your el dest brother, Benny—
our very own Angl o- Frenchnman

Fife and drum | ead the Franklins and Baches hone.
EXT. FRANKLI N COURT — LATER

Sarah, WIlly, Jesse, and a crowd gather. Dr. Franklin and various
dignitaries assenble on a makeshift stage. Tenple and Benny,
standing in the back, scope out the crowd. Fromthe podium

Ri chard i ntroduces Congressman Lee.

Rl CHARD
The Hon. Richard Henry Lee.

LEE
Dr. Franklin, in behalf of the United
States Congress, | salute you.

FRANKLI N
M. Lee, ny regards to Congress..
Hunbly, 1 thank you and the Lord
for this triunphant wel cone.

They enbrace. The crowd appl auds. Robert Mrris and the Assenbly
of Pennsyl vani a parade across stage. Morris stops at the dais.

RI CHARD ( OS)
The Assenbly of Pennsylvania, |ed
by the Hon. Robert Morris.
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MORRI S
Qur deepest gratitude for the peace
you have negotiated. My future
generations sing of your glory.

Tenpl e, spotting the ravishing Margaret Markoe (now 17), slips away
from Benny.

FRANKLI N ( OS)
My glory is due to you. | am
content to have served the people
of this great state and nation..

As Morris and Lee exit, the ruddy-cheeked DR GEORGE LOGAN, 45,
positions hinmself at center stage. Benny notices Tenple flirting
with Margaret.

RI CHARD ( OS)
Dr. Logan, President of the Anmerican
Phi | osophi cal Society and O ficer
of the Library Conpany.

LOGAN
W wel cone Dr. Franklin on this
nonent ous occasi on and praise himfor
foundi ng our venerable institutions.

Tenpl e whispers into Margaret’s ear. She brushes hi m asi de.

FRANKLI N ( OS)
| congratul ate you, Doctor, on your
| audabl e endeavors for the pronotion
of useful know edge anbng us.

DR. DAVI D RI TTENHOUSE, 42, escorts professors in cap and gown.

Rl CHARD
The di stingui shed Professors of the
Uni versity of Pennsylvania, |ed by
Provost David Rittenhouse.

RI TTENHOUSE
We exalt Dr. Franklin for founding
our University; for extolling and
refining the genius of Anerica.

FRANKLI N
You, who honor ne, honor Anerica
thru your instruction of the young.
Though it seldomneets with its just
rewards, its joy is the know edge
that you have trained virtuous nen.

Cheers ring out. The long-faced DR BENJAM N RUSH, 33, appears.
Benny approaches Tenpl e and Margaret.
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RI CHARD ( OS)
| present Dr. Benjam n Rush.

RUSH
As founder of Pennsylvania Hospital,
Anerica' s first, Dr. Franklin has
i mreasur ably advanced the field of
medi ci ne.

FRANKLI N
Your care of the sick and dying,
Dr. Rush, hunbles us all

RI CHARD
On this occasion, it seens fitting to
announce Dr. Franklin’s election to
City Council and the State Assenbly.

CROAD
Huzzah! Long live Dr. Franklin!

Fife and drum play. Tenple, again, whispers into Margaret’s ear.

MARGARET
Your grandfather inpresses ne. | w sh
| could say the sanme for his grandson.

BENNY
To whi ch grandson are you referring?

TEMPLE
My cousin, Benjam n Franklin Bache.

Dr. Markoe beckons.

MARKOE

Margaret... Margaret, over here.
BENNY

Little Margaret, Dr. Markoe’'s

daught er ?
Parting conpany, she keeps Benny in sight. Dazed, he seeks her out.

TEMPLE
Let her go.

BENNY
Should I not pursue her?

TEMPLE
| amfamliar with the art of
seducti on—aot of pursuit.

BENNY
And you have a bastard son as
a token of your artistry.
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TEMPLE
(grabbing him
Sel f-righteousness really becones
you—as it does the old man.
(letting him go)
Your innocent-| ooking face cannot
hi de the lust in your heart.

BENNY
| am not |ike you.

TEMPLE
But your tongue cuts like mne, and
deep down, you are just a Franklin.

MONTAGE — BENNY, TEMPLE, AND MARGARET ABOUT TOWN

A) Benny, Tenple, Margaret, and friends gather at a fall picnic.
B) The threesone skate on a crowded frozen pond.

C) Al one, Benny and Margaret kiss under a bloom ng tree.

I NT. UNI VERSI TY OF PENNSYLVANI A — CLASSROOM - DAY (SEPT. 17, 1787)

As the PROFESSOR ends his |ecture, Benny finishes a notebook sketch
of Margaret.

PROFESSOR
Do not forget tonorrow s assignnent.
(handi ng Benny a report)
Your |egal argunments were superb.

Sm |ing, Benny grabs his books and dashes off.
EXT. /I NT. STATE HOUSE — M NUTES LATER
Benny peers into an open window. Dr. Franklin addresses del egates.

FRANKLI N
Thus, Sir, | consent to this
Constitution because | expect none
better, and because | am not sure
that it is not the best.

Benny directs four servants to ready a sedan chair, then returns
to the w ndow.

FRANKLI N
| have often | ooked at the sun on
t he chair behind the President’s
desk to see whether it was rising
or setting. At length, | have the
happi ness to know that it is a
rising and not a setting sun.

The scene dissolves into the "Portrait of the Signers.”
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EXT. STATE HOUSE ENTRANCE/ H GH STREET - MOMENTS LATER

Benny holds the door. Dr. Franklin, supported by Washi ngton and
the dimnutive JAMES MADI SON, 37, energes. A WOVAN steps forward.

VWOVAN
Dr. Franklin, what have you w ought?

FRANKLI N
A Republic, Madanme, if you can keep
it...
(shifting his weight)
M. Madi son, ny nanesake, Benny.

WASHI NGTON
A nost | oyal grandson.

BENNY
(bowi ng hi s head)
To the Constitution, Sirs.

After shaking his coll eagues’ hands, the Doctor, along w th Benny,
clinmbs into the sedan chair.

FRANKLI N
It will be necessary for you and
future generations to nourish and
sustain this prom se of pernanency.

Benny ki sses his grandfather’s brow.
FRANKLI N

| think a unicaneral |egislature
| ess cunbersone—but | suppose an

upper and | ower house will do.
BENNY
If not for the Connecti cut
conprom se, you would still be in
that hall.
FRANKLI N

| f Congress had accepted my proposal
to begin each session with a prayer,
we woul d have fini shed weeks ago.

The chair’s novenent jolts the passengers.

FRANKLI N
The foundi ng of our Republic has
been so replete with mracl es—+the
ol der I growthe nore inclined I
amto believe that CGod, indeed,
governs in the affairs of nen

The chair neanders through the street like a float in a parade.
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EXT. FAI RMOUNT PARK — SPRI NG DAY

Whi | e nusicians play, Benny, Margaret, and young society types dance
around a picnic spread. As the tune fades, they |augh and giggle
their way onto bl ankets. Margaret |ays her head on Benny's chest.

BENNY
Pl ease sing “Caro Mo.”

MARGARET
(proppi ng her head up)
Not in front of+ w sh you would
not enbarrass ne so.

BENNY
For ne?

After coaxing fromfriends, she serenades Benny.
I NT. UNIVERSITY OF PENNSYLVANI A - CLASSROOM — W NTER DAY
Benny stands in front of an enpty, nakeshift jury box.

BENNY
In 1735, a New York editor, John
Pet er Zenger was prosecuted for
seditious |libel. The attorney
conceded to his client's guilt but
argued "truth" as a defense.

Mar garet, covered in snowfl akes, stands in the doorway.

BENNY

By returning a “not guilty” verdict,
the jury nullified British |ibel
| aw precisely because it had
ignored the element of “truth.”
An Anerican | egal precedent was
established. In New York, the
peopl e and the press now possess the
right to criticize their governnent.
Gentl enmen of the jury, you nust
uphold this right in Pennsylvania by
finding in favor of the defendant.

(noticing Margaret)
You are obliged to grant himthe
| i berty of expressing his political
sentinents in the public square or
risk losing that |iberty yoursel ves.

Appl audi ng, she noves towards him

MARGARET
You will make a fine | awyer.

BENNY
How | ong have you been standi ng—
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MARGARET
Long enough. Your G andpapa nust
be so proud of you.

As she hugs him he does not respond.

MARGARET
He knows of your intentions?

BENNY
My Grandpapa is determ ned that | be
a printer like him He despises
| awyer s—+ncl udi ng his own son.

MARGARET
Benny, you nust follow your heart.

BENNY
And risk | osing hinf

MARGARET
Wul d you rather | ose ne?

He passionately kisses her.
EXT. /I NT. FRANKLI N COURT - SUMMER DAY

Carrying a satchel of books, Benny surfaces fromthe archway—passi ng
a new brick building. Louis and Richard, Jr., play noisily in the
garden. Benny points to the opened second fl oor w ndows of the
house.

BENNY
Shut up, you scapegraces!
Grandpapa i s worKking.

FRANKLI N
(shouting out the w ndow)
Do not mnd them Cone join ne.

Both brothers stick out their tongues at Benny.
| NSI DE FRANKLI N' S LI BRARY

Two | engt hy wi ndows face north and two face south. Bookshel ves span
the walls. Designs, sketches, and unusual artifacts line a table.
As Jesse reads aloud fromJonathan Swift's "Gulliver’s Travels,"

the Doctor reaches for his staff with an artificial hand.

He then eases his way into a rocking chair with a hovering fan and
renoves a marionette resting on the chair's armsetting it between a
gl ass machi ne (depicting hunman bl ood circulation) and a printing
press.

FRANKLI N
| thoroughly enjoyed your reading,
Jesse. You have cone a | ong way.
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JESSE
Due to you and Ms. Bache.

FRANKLI N
Nonsense. The credit belongs to you.
You have nore than earned your freedom

JESSE
(1 eavi ng)
| have never felt nore free.

Ri sing, the Doctor strokes a two-headed snake with one hand and
flips through an enornous book with the other. He appears as a
wi zard. Benny stands in the doorway.

FRANKLI N
Come in, Benny.

Benny slowly rel eases his bag.

FRANKLI N
Have | told you the story of the
Quaker Abolitionist, Benjamn Lay?

BENNY
Yes, Grandpapa, nany tines.

FRANKLI N
Now you have the honor of telling ne.

BENNY
Benjam n Lay sought to purify
hi msel f and indoctrinate the
peopl e—did you not print an
anti-slavery panphlet for hinf

The Doctor nods inpatiently.
FLASHBACK — HI GH STREET - DAY

BENNY (VO
One fine sumer day, Benjam n Lay
stood on a corner giving away his
wor | dly possessions. He then began
to undress. As he |eft half-naked,
the cromd roared with |aughter.

BACK TO PRESENT

FRANKLI N
He was ny dear friend. M sunderstood,
but correct nevertheless... Luxury

is the curse of nations.

BENNY
A man ought not becone a sl ave of
t he things he possesses.
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FRANKLI N
| ndeed. .. Benny, | have becone
Presi dent of the Abolition Society.

BENNY
| am happy for you.

FRANKLI N
But not happy for yourself.

BENNY
| am an outsider in nmy own country.
Manma calls ne her Angl o- Frenchman.
Even Margot toys with ne.

He sl oWy approaches the snake—attenpting to pet it. The snake
| unges forward. Benny flinches.

BENNY
Have you heard the story of the
ridi cul ous duel between M. House
and M. Fischer which stirred al
of Phil adel phi a when we were away?

Dr. Franklin notions no.

BENNY
What a silly business it was. House
had insulted Fischer. Fischer could
have sinply returned the insult...
I nstead, he chal |l enged House to a
duel and was killed. Insane?

FRANKLI N
All violence and all war is insane.

Benny m m cs his grandfather.

FRANKLI N ( OS)
There has never been a good war
nor a bad peace.

BENNY
WIIl you ever stop |ecturing nme?
(grabbing the marionette)
Tenpl e al ways said you were a
puppet master.

FRANKLI N
Be careful. Do not deceive yourself
the way Tenpl e has.

BENNY
He enjoys life.

FRANKLI N
Look at ne.
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Benny puts the nmarionette down.

FRANKLI N
Tenple lives for wi ne and wonen—
he fancies hinself a gentleman.

BENNY
Are you not being unfair?

FRANKLI N
He is a lazy, flirtatious scoundrel
with a bastard son.

BENNY
Li ke his father—and father’s father.

FRANKLI N
| was the 15" born of 17 children—
forced to live as an indentured
servant to ny brother, Janes. Hard
work was ny life. Your G andmamma—

BENNY
As | recall it, you deserted her—
just as you deserted ne.

Pounding his fist on the table, the Doctor distances hinself from
t he now agitated snake and stands facing Benny.

FRANKLI N
No! | begged her to travel with ne
to Engl and, but fear would not |et
her venture out on the high seas...
As for you, | sought to provide
t he best education abroad.

BENNY
You plucked ne fromny famly and
country—then sent ne away.

FRANKLI N
| did ny best by you. You are
proof enough of that.

BENNY
You left me alone in Geneva while
you played the field in France.

FRANKLI N
Flirted—yes—+n Paris as in London. It
was ny diplomatic duty to win friends.
(renovi ng his bifocals)
But | never betrayed mnmy affection
for Deb—your G andmamma. Your Uncle
Wl liam predated our marri age.

Benny turns away.



FRANKLI N
Regardi ng Tenple, | gave him an
estate on which to prosper. He
converted it into a farmand hired
a farmer. Wiile the farmer plowed
the fields, Tenple plowed the | adies.

BENNY
(turning back)
Al'l work—o pl ay—nakes a man dul | .

FRANKLI N
The farner, thus abandoned, ruined
the farm Now, Tenple nust sell it

to avoi d debtors prison

BENNY
No gains w t hout pains.

FRANKLI N
(sits)
The m serabl e boy forgets that
every gentl eman nust pay for the
privilege of being one... Let
Tenple’s fate be a | esson to you.

BENNY
| amquite ready to work as hard
as you say, but allow me to anuse
nyself for a few hours a day—+ work
better when | have had a good ti ne.

FRANKLI N
| once thought as you, until |
realized that idle pleasures are
not real joys—they are deceits.

BENNY
(reaching for his satchel)
Dance, cards, and theatre suit ne.

FRANKLI N
Not hi ng brings nore pain than too
much pl easure; nore bondage than too
much |iberty. Look at the inpious and
| i berti ne—t+hey forget the presence
of God and sink into unhappi ness.

Al nost out the door, Benny returns and slans it shut.

BENNY
| am not inpious or libertine—but
| know nmy own nature and | know
need pleasure... My only object
on earth is that virtue about which
you so often speak—happi ness.
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FRANKLI N
Do good to others and be virtuous,
then you will be happy in this life-
and the next. Take ny hand...

EXT. /1 NT. FRANKLI N COURT — NEW BUI LDI NG - CONTI NUOUS

Benny wat ches as Dr. Franklin unlocks the door. Inside, the tables
and walls are covered with sheets. The Doctor unveils a print shop.

FRANKLI N
Al of this, ny Kingbird, is for
you—+t is where you bel ong.

Benny inspects the fonts, press, and bookbi ndery. Finding a |large
Bi bl e, he opens it and reads, “To Benny—rom your |oving G andpapa.

FRANKLI N
Being a printer led to ny success in
life. It afforded ne a neasure of inde—

BENNY
Grandpapa, | have always tried to pl ease
you—even at the expense of the truth.
(ki ssing the Doctor’s brow
| plan to be a | awyer

FRANKLI N
Since when? | brought you up in the
honest and useful trade of printing so
that you m ght prosper and carry on ny
| egacy... Are you exacting sone sort
of revenge?

Benny stares ahead as his grandfather exits.

FRANKLI N
Poor Richard says, "It is the trade
of |awyers to question everything,
confuse everyone, and yield nothing."

BENNY
| am not seeking his approval.

EXT./INT. DR KUHN S HOUSE - DAY
Benny and Margaret stand at the door.

MARGARET
Do come in and sit with ne.

BENNY
| nust be on ny way—

MARGARET
(openi ng the door)
I f you nust go..
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| N THE FOYER
As he kisses her neck, she whispers in his ear.

MARGARET
We shoul d be nore careful.
(1 oudl y)
| s anyone homne?

In the stillness, he gropes her—knocking a letter off a nightstand.
Picking it up, he sniffs its perfune and reads the cover before
handi ng it over.

BENNY
“From M. John Noble, St. Croix.
To: M ss Margaret Markoe”

MARGARET
May | pl ease have it?

| N THE PARLOR
They sit on a sofa. He kisses her |ips.

BENNY
| love you, Margot.

She gently pushes hi m back.
MARGARET

| have sonething to tell you. |
sail for St. Croix in the fall.

BENNY
What ?  For how | ong?
MARGARET
Si x nont hs-but the sunmer is ours.
BENNY
| would rather you not go.
MARGARET
(caressing his face)
Benny, ny sweet Benny, | nust.
BENNY
Have you a | over waiting for you?
MARGARET
(serious—then grinning)
Several. M grandfather, uncles,

cousins. ..

Leaving, he forces a snile.
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EXT. CHESTNUT STREET WHARF — DUSK
Mar garet wal ks al one. Tenpl e sneaks up behi nd her.

TEMPLE ( OS)
No escort this eveni ng?

MARGARET
(turni ng around)
Tenpl e? You startled ne.

TEMPLE
| rarely see you wi thout Benny.

MARGARET
He is not with you?

Tenpl e playfully | ooks over his shoul ders.

TEMPLE
Feel i ng snot hered by hinf

MARGARET
Yes. No. Oh—+ do not know—

He makes a pass. She acqui esces before pushing hi maway.

MARGARET
Not a word of this—

Tenpl e, hearing a drowning man’s cry, renoves his shirt and dives
into the river. Margaret |ooks flushed and confused.

EXT. FRANKLI N COURT — MULBERRY TREE — SUMMER DAY

Sitting, Dr. Franklin and Jane (fanning herself) sip iced tea. Sarah
sews. Richard, snoking his pipe, reads a paper. Benny struts about
as his smaller siblings play in the grass. Jesse refills drinks.

BENNY
Bef ore Margot |leaves, | wll ask
her to marry ne.

Rl CHARD
But will she oblige you?

BENNY
Mana, what is your opinion?

SARAH
How often must | tell you? 1-we
approve—she’'s a lovely girl...
Ri chard, renenber our courtship?

Rl CHARD
Yes dear. Your nother was very
supportive... Your father, however—



The adul ts,

Ri chard pl ops down.
uncle’s lap and hugs his aunts.

FRANKLI N
Let bygones be bygones.

JANE
Ben, you were terrible about it.

FRANKLI N
Wlliams letters convinced ne that
Ri chard was only after ny noney.

Rl CHARD
| still am

except the Doctor, chuckle.
JANE

You shoul d have been hone to judge
for yourself. The letters of

suspicion he sent to ne in Boston..

SARAH
Aunt Jane, your company is SO
spl endi d.

JESSE
(pouring Jane tea)
It certainly is.

FRANKLI N
Poor Richard says, “Visitors and
fish snell in three days.”

Rl CHARD
(st ands)

According to the Pennsylvani a Gazette,
the Capitol is noving to Phil adel phi a.

SARAH
Do not interrupt us with old news.
Papa, you nust apol ogi ze to your
si ster—and forgive your son

JANE
He need not apol ogize to me—but to
WIllian? Mama al ways said, “To
err is human, to forgive-bivine.”

FRANKLI N
Papa al ways sai d, “Pardoning the
bad i njures the good.”

renoves Tenpl e’ s bags.

TEMPLE
Hel | o, everyone—& andpapa.
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Just arrived, Tenple drops |uggage on his
Handi ng Sarah the pitcher,

Jesse



82

JANE
(softly to her brother)
Your gripe is with his father,
not with him

FRANKLI N
They are one and the sane.

TEMPLE
| suppose | deserve it, Aunt Jane.

SARAH
(handi ng Tenpl e a drink)
How was New Yor k?

The Doctor grabs his cane, then dotes on his younger grandchil dren.

FRANKLI N
| beg you, Tenple. Mend your ways.
BENNY
(throwi ng Tenpl e a peach)
Have you heard? | intend to ask

Margot to marry ne.
Franklin glares at Tenple. Margaret appears unannounced.

TEMPLE
Attention everyone. A toast—to
Ki ngbird and Margot. ..

EXT. PH LADELPH A WATERFRONT — AUTUWN DAY

Ships enter and | eave the harbor. Benny and Margaret are alone in
a crowd.

BENNY
Do not board-stay and nmarry ne.

MARGARET
How woul d you support a famly?

BENNY
(gazing into her eyes)
My Grandpapa is not long for this
world. He would |ike nothing nore
than to see his nanesake happily
married. How could you deny hinf®

MARGARET
There are ot her wonen. ..

BENNY
Way woul d you say such a thing?

MARGARET
It seens you wish to be marri ed.
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BENNY
(gently kissing her)
Only to you.

MARGARET
Then you nust wait upon ny return.

BENNY
So you will marry ne.

Captain Wckes yells, “All aboard” and waves to Benny. Margaret
boards ship with the other passengers, occasionally turning back.

BENNY
| love you Margot... | shall wite
you everyday.

EXT. CITY TAVERN — BACK PORCH — EVENI NG
Tenpl e and Benny down pints of ale as they sit on opposite benches.
TEMPLE

Wnmen are useful for one thing.
Now Margot is of no use at all.

BENNY
You have a nost enlightened view of
the female sex... Margot w ||
marry Ime.

TEMPLE

Did she accept your proposal?
Leani ng back, Benny | oses his balance. Tenple grabs him

TEMPLE
Take hold of yourself... Has it
occurred to you that Mrgot m ght
have run-off to marry another man?

Benny stares ahead before blinking his eyes.
TEMPLE
You are fool. She has even
succunbed to ny advances.
Leani ng in, Benny decks Tenpl e.
EXT. FRANKLI N COURT — NEXT DAY
Benny stands by the Miul berry tree. Sarah quietly approaches.

SARAH
How i s ny Angl o- Frenchnman?

BENNY
Manma, please stop calling ne that.
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SARAH
You once liked it... Wat is wong?

BENNY
| am hung-over, that is all.

SARAH
(stroking his hair)
It is sonething el se. Margaret?
Tenpl e? Grandpapa. | amglad to hear
you finally stood up to him Hold
your ground—+ never could. | should
never have |l et himtake you from ne.

Benny sits on a bench. H's nother cozies up to him

BENNY
So why did you?

SARAH
For your protection. As you very
wel | know, we rightly thought you
safer in France... Now what is
really troubling you?

BENNY
Tenple clainms to have made | ove to
Mar got .
SARAH
(grinning)

And you believe hinf

BENNY
Way woul d he say such a thing?

SARAH
Though it is difficult to imagine,
Tenpl e was once scorned by a worman
he | oved. He does not want you
suffering his fate. None of us do.
He thinks Margaret has left for good.
It is his way of protecting you.

BENNY
| do not need his protection—+ need
the truth... Wat do you think?

SARAH
‘Tis easy to see, hard to foresee.
(st ands)
| caution you, though. |[If Margaret
does return to you, it is because
she |l oves you. Do not risk that |ove
by confronting her about Tenple.

On his feet again, Benny pecks his nother’s cheek.
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I NT. FRANKLI N COURT HOUSE — BEDROOM — W NTER DAY

Dr. Franklin' s head tosses about a pillow.

FLASHBACK/ DAYDREAM — BLUE ROOM — NI GHT — FORTY- FlI VE YEARS AGO
Franklin, in tears, clings to his dying son—kissing his forehead.

FRANKLI N
Hold on Frankie, | will find a cure.

As the boy draws his |ast breath, the Doctor rel eases his body.
BACK TO PRESENT

The Doctor, glinpsing a large portrait of the crucified Christ
hangi ng above the mantle, frantically clinbs out of bed.

FRANKLI N
Sally. Sally!

Carrying fresh linens, Sarah bunps into himat the door.

SARAH
| amright here.

As she fluffs his pillows, he rests in a chair.

FRANKLI N
Make ny bed so that | nmay die in a
decent manner. As Poor Richard
says, “A good |life is |l ong enough.”

SARAH
Nonsense. You, Poor Richard, wll
recover and live to be a hundred.

She opens a snow covered w ndow+hen closes it.

SARAH
Papa? Oh, never mind... You have
spent your whole life dism ssing ne.
(tucking him back into bed)
Tom Jefferson is downstairs waiting
to see you. |If you have trouble
br eat hi ng, change your position.

FRANKLI N
A dying nman can do not hing easily.

SARAH
(1 eavi ng)
And no nore of that foolish talk.

FRANKLI N
My devoted Sally, you have given ne
nore joy than two sons.



Gaspi ng ecstatically, she dashes away. Reaching for a book,
Franklin knocks his spectacles off a nightstand.

FRANKLI N
Benny? Benny, cone qui ckly!

BENNY
Grandpapa. What is wong?

Benny spots the specs and places them on his grandfather.

FRANKLI N
An i nvention of m ne.

BENNY
(stroking his forehead)
Are you feeling alright?

FRANKLI N
Are you and Tenpl e getting al ong?

BENNY
He is up to his old tricks.

FRANKLI N
I nvol vi ng Mar gar et ?

BENNY
(pacing the room
Only in his mnd.

FRANKLI N

Do not take him seriously—Ao one

el se does... Has Margaret returned?
BENNY

Not yet—+t has been four nonths.
| have witten her everyday since.
She has not witten nme once.

FRANKLI N

You have proposed to her?
BENNY

Renmenber, | blurted it out—and

she scoffed. Though she has
sounded the news to everyone.

FRANKLI N

As have you.
BENNY

| amin |ove. What else could | do?
FRANKLI N

Be patient. Beconme a printer... One

| awyer in this famly is one too—



BENNY
Grandpapa, | amnot Uncle WIIliam
(sits on the bed)
To be truly happy, a nman needs only
a profession, sone noney, and a
worman’ s heart.

The Doctor draws attention to the painting of Christ.

FRANKLI N
And Hm ..

Benny observes Jefferson standi ng at the door.

JEFFERSON
A portrait worth noticing.

FRANKLI N
Finally home from Paris.

Jefferson enbraces his old conpatriot.

FRANKLI N
Tell nme about our friends—Mesdanes
Hel vétius and Brill on.

JEFFERSON
The news is not all good.

FRANKLI N
News rarely is... Benny, hand M.
Jefferson the scroll

JEFFERSON
A chapter from your autobi ography?

FRANKLI N
Take it froma dying man. The | ast
few pages include a map—+t shoul d
end our border dispute with Canada.

Jefferson skinms the manuscri pt.

FRANKLI N ( OS)
It is the original —arking the
boundari es agreed upon at the
Treaty of Paris.

JEFFERSON
W t hought the map | ost forever.

FRANKLI N
Benny found it anong ny papers.

JEFFERSON
Still serving your country.
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The Doctor shifts his attention back to the painting.

FRANKLI N
And Hm.. If alittle kingbird
cannot fall w thout H s notice,
is it possible a great nation
can rise without Hi s bl essing?

| NT. FRANKLI NS BEDROOM HALLWAY — NI GHT (APRIL 17, 1790)
In bed, Dr. Franklin extends his hand to Benny. Tenple enters.
BENNY

He is breathing nore heavily. His
pul se i s al nost negligible.

TEMPLE
(gently)
He is dyi ng, Benny.
BENNY
Stay with him | wll fetch Mana
and Papa.
Benny grabs a lantern. Once in the hall, he sobs uncontrollably.

Regai ni ng his conposure, he knocks on his parents’ bedroom door.

BENNY
Manma. Papa. Cone quickly!
It is Grandpapa. ..

Rai sing the lantern, he guides them back. Joining Tenple, Benny
grips the Doctor’s hand. Sarah caresses his face. Richard
keeps wat ch.

FRANKLI N
Fran-ki e?

The Doctor unl eashes a deep, gentle sigh. Sarah shrieks before
bursting into tears. Tenple, unable to detect |life in the great
sage’ s body, closes his fixated eyes. Benny buries his head in his
grandf at her’s chest and weeps. Richard conforts his wfe.

EXT. WATERFRONT/ H GH STREET/ CEMETERY — DAY

Church bells toll. A single drumbeats. On the Del aware, Anerican
and French ships fly flags half-mast. At Christ Church, 20,000
nourners, |led by Bishop Wite, the Baches, Jane Mecom and Tenpl e,
march Dr. Franklin’s body to a nearby burial ground. As the Bishop
bl esses the coffin, a Conpany of MIlitia fires a salute.

FRANKLI N S POV
Shovel ed dirt covers the casket.

FADE TO BLACK
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EXT. FRANKLI N COURT/ H GH STREET - SUMMER DAY

Movers | oad trunks onto wagons. Tenple and the Baches gat her around
Benny. Tenpl e hugs Sarah.

TEMPLE
Farewel |, Aunt Sally.

SARAH
W will mss you dearly, Tenple.
God protect you al ways.

Rl CHARD
Qur regards to your father.

Tenpl e, shaking Richard’s hand, turns to Benny.

TEMPLE
Forget Margot. Your friends in
Eur ope await your return.

BENNY
(handing himletters)
G ve themny duty.

TEMPLE
Even from his grave, G andpapa hol ds
you prisoner—ef Franklin Court.

BENNY
As you are fond of saying, we can
never escape him.. WIIl you
publish the papers he left you?

Turni ng away, Tenple shrugs his shoulders. Al wave good-bye as
he di sappears under the archway.

Rl CHARD
Qur wagon is ready.

SARAH
It seens everyone i s abandoni ng you,
Benny. Do visit Settle Farm soon—

RI CHARD
And take good care of the tenant
houses—+ amrelying on you. Do
not forget to speak with Jesse.

Benny nods.

Rl CHARD
Chil dren, cone at once and say
good- bye to your brother.
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Youngest to ol dest, they bid Benny farewell. WIIly is |last.

BENNY

Returning in the fall?
WLLY

To finish ny degree.
BENNY

Then off to France.
WLLY

Cone with me.
BENNY

Il will be practicing | aw.

Sar ah noves between them and ki sses Benny’ s cheek.

SARAH
And married to Margaret.

Rl CHARD
If we are to arrive before sundown,
we mnmust | eave now.

SARAH
| have lived ny entire life in
Franklin Court. It breaks ny heart—

Benny escorts his weeping nother, and famly, under the archway.
ON HI GH STREET

After wavi ng good-bye, Benny heads hone. Meanwhile, a stylish
wonman, wearing a veiled hat, emerges froma crowd. Sensing a
presence, he gl ances over his shoul der but finds no one there.

| N FRANKLI N COURT
Benny hears a voice singing "Caro Mo" and instinctively turns

around. As Margaret stands before him he grabs her, twirls her
in the air, then sets her down before pressing his |ips to hers.

BENNY

Margot, | have m ssed you so.
MARGARET

| left St. Croix as soon as—
BENNY

My G andpapa—
MARGARET

Was t he nobl est of nen.



BENNY
There was sonet hi ng remar kabl e about
hi m even in death—his m nd was sharp,
his resol ution unshaken, and his
principles fixed.
(reaching for her hand)
If I could be half the man..

MARGARET
| cared for my grandfather in St.
Croix. He wished his illness be

kept secret—+ so wanted to tel
tell you. He died six weeks ago.

BENNY
(drawi ng her in)
My only thoughts, these past nonths,
were of you and ny Gandpapa... D d
you receive ny letters?

MARGARET
| could hardly have lived w thout
them Can you forgive ne for not
writing—and not having married you?

He |l eads her to the Mul berry tree and spreads out a bl anket.

BENNY
That depends...on whether you narry
Me Now.

MARGARET

That depends...on a proper proposal.
They cuddl e on the ground.

BENNY
Marry me, Margot.

MARGARET
(m schi evousl y)
But how will we survive?

Getting up, he kicks a stone while traversing the garden.

MARGARET
Benny, what is wong?

BENNY
This town is teemng with | awers
and not one seens interested in
t he services of an apprentice.

MARGARET
(rises)
Did you not wite that your G andpapa
has | eft you a print shop?
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BENNY
Strange—ow that he is gone, | am
not opposed to using it.

MARGARET
Then | shall assist you.

Cuppi ng his hands over her eyes, he guides her to the shop.
| NSI DE THE PRI NT SHOP
Renovi ng his hands, he shows her the fonts, press and bindery.
MARGARET
Dr. Franklin has left another
mark—tis as if he were here.
He points to a portrait of Dr. Franklin. Margaret lets out a

nervous | augh. Benny covers the painting, sets her on a table,
reaches for a wine bottle, and pours two dri nks.

BENNY
To posterity, liberty, and virtue.
MARGARET
To Dr. Franklin s |egacy.
BENNY
(ki ssing her)

And to us.
| NT. / EXT. PRI NT SHOP/ H GH STREET — DAY
Benny stops the presses while conferring with a tearful Jesse.

BENNY
| sinply cannot afford your keep.

JESSE
But | have no where else to go.

BENNY
Grandpapa prepared you for your
freedom He had you trained and
educated. You will find a good
famly.

JESSE
| have given ny life to the
services of a good famly.

BENNY
| am afraid they have noved on—
and so nust you.

Jessie scurries out. Benny hangs a broadsi de, renoves his apron,
and steps outside. M. Mrris approaches from behind.
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MORRI S
Your grandfather has left a
terrible void.

BENNY
(shaki ng his hand)
Ah, M. Mrris. To honor himl am
publ i shing a gazette. | should like
to call upon you and Sec. Jefferson
for assistance.

MORRI S
VWhat can | do for you?

BENNY
| amin need of a sponsor, and given
your financial acunmen as a banker—

MORRI S
| amnot in the business of
di scouragi ng young nen, but | have
had the application of others who
woul d not think of affiliating them
selves with the Iikes of Jefferson.

BENNY
| amafraid, Sir, | do not understand.

MORRI S
Precisely. Too many gazettes al ready.
(tips his hat)
Good day.

Benny scratches his head. Dr. Logan advances, draggi hg Benny al ong.

LOGAN
How is old grouch Morris?

BENNY
Funny thing, Dr. Logan. The nonent |
nmenti oned Jefferson, he turned on ne.

LOGAN
Sinmply a matter of politics.
Jef f erson opposes Hamilton. Ham | ton
and Morris are allies. Therefore—

BENNY
Therefore, Mrris opposes Jefferson.

LOGAN
O course, your grandfather and
Jefferson were kindred spirits..
You will be attendi ng the next
Phi | osophi cal neeting?

Benny nods. They part conpany.
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EXT./INT. U.S. STATE DEPARTMENT HEADQUARTERS — M NUTES LATER

As Benny approaches, Jefferson slans the door on the ponpous
ALEXANDER HAM LTOQON, 40.

JEFFERSON
Good day, M. Ham | ton.

Gently opening the door, Benny observes an Anerican flag, a gl obe,
and Jefferson—frantically pacing the room Jefferson seats Benny.

JEFFERSON
Ham [ ton, hinself, picked this
cl oset —hi s i dea of revenge.

BENNY
Thank you, M. Secretary, for the
opportunity to present nyself.

JEFFERSON
(sits)
It is only fitting that you should
call upon ne.

BENNY
My G andpapa has left ne a print
shop. | plan to publish a gazette.
JEFFERSON

Very adm rable. Have you consi dered
publ i shing a national weekly to
counter the Federalists and Ham | ton?

BENNY
| amafraid it would not generate
t he necessary adverti sing.

JEFFERSON
It would, however, attract fundi ng—
t hrough subscriptions. America
needs a national Denocratic gazette.

Madi son barges in, pronpting Jefferson to scribble on a sheet.

MADI SON
Sorry for the intrusion—a question
regarding the Bill of Rights.

JEFFERSON
(sliding Benny the note)
You are to contact merchant |srael
| srael —-a weal thy, |ike-m nded friend.
Rep. Madi son—Benj am n Franklin Bache.
He plans to publish a gazette.

They shake hands.



MADI SON
W have net. You are Tenple’s cousin.
What has becone of him since |osing
his bid to be secretary of the
Consti tutional Convention?

BENNY
The narrow defeat crushed him He
has recently sailed for Engl and.

MADI SON
To join his traitorous father?

BENNY
(exiting)
Per haps, you cast the decisive vote
agai nst hi n®

MADI SON
| meant no offense.

JEFFERSON
He coul d prove quite beneficial.

I NT. AVMERI CAN PHI LOSOPHI CAL HALL - EVENI NG

Dr. Bond pounds his gavel on a lectern am d an ever-expandi ng crowd.

Benny, standing next to him wnks at WIlly.

DR. BOND
Fel | ow nenbers of the Phil osophi cal
Soci ety, our neeting is adjourned—but
pl ease renain seated as we are joi ned
by nmenbers of the Sons of St. Patrick,
the German Denocratic Society, and the
Adopt ed Sons of Pennsylvania. | now
present the grandson of our
illustrious founder, newspaper
publ i sher Benjam n Franklin Bache.

Pol ite appl ause ensues.

BENNY
Dr. Bond, Society nenbers, and guests,
As you are aware, | ameditor of the

new Ceneral Advertiser. A wathful
sentinel over our nation's affairs,
its sole mssionis to enlighten the
citizenry. Tonight, | nust regrettably
i nformyou that the Washi ngton

Adm ni stration, | ed by Federali st

M ni ster Ham | ton, has proposed dis-
turbing aristocratic policies —evoking
royal titles such as “Your Highness,”
expanding the Fugitive Slave Act,
centralizing banks, and aligning
itself with Britain's King George.
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In the silence, Benny noves away fromthe | ectern.

BENNY
Unfortunately, ny Denocratic friends,
even a seem ngly virtuous governnent
can degenerate and bear bad fruit. W
must be vigilant in our observances
and not allow Anerica to fall into
t he despotic hands of would be kings.

Many in the crowd shout, "Hear, hear."

Benny

In joining forces, we will give rise to
a new party-the Denocratic Party. To-
gether, we will defeat the Federalists
and keep the Anerican Revol ution alive.
| f necessary, we will forge a second
revol ution. One that heeds the wll
of the mpjority—eur farners—while
protecting the rights of Indians and
immgrants alike. One that opposes
sl avery, advances the cause of wonen,
and organi zes charities for the poor.

(appl ause erupts)
In our Anmerica, universal education and
a free press will informthe citizenry.
Li berty and virtue will flourish.

(the crowmd wildly cheers)

EXT. /I NT. DELAWARE — SETTLE FARM — AUTUWN DAY

An anber sun swathes the tawny trees—yielding a soft gol den gl ow

Benny and Margaret, traveling by buggy on back roads, admire the

| ush-1ooki ng | andscape. As they near the house, Sarah, Elizabeth,
and Jesse wave to themfrom a garden

SARAH
Ri chard, cone quickly! Elizabeth,
gat her your siblings. Jesse, tend
to di nner—ae have conpany.

Jesse pecks Benny's cheek before rushing off.

BENNY
Manma— present Ms. Benjamn
Frankl i n Bache.

SARAH
(huggi ng Margaret)
Wl cone to Settle Farm
(turning to Richard)
They are marri ed.

Rl CHARD
(enbraci ng Margaret)
Ch, thank God.
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SARAH
Your father and | had pl anned on
a proper weddi ng.

BENNY
W were wedded three nonths ago in a
sinpl e cerenony at Christ Church.

SARAH
Per haps Margaret woul d have |iked—

The newl yweds grin at each ot her

MARGARET
Ms. Bache—Mana, Papa—we do
appreci ate your concern—

Rl CHARD
(headi ng to the house)
This calls for a cel ebrati on.

SARAH
Do sel ect our best w ne, dear..
It so happens, we are cooking a
turkey. There is nore than enough.

Sarah intertwines arns with Margaret.

SARAH
You have made ny son so very happy.

MARGARET
| am carrying his baby.

SARAH
Let’s wait to tell Father Bache.

The | adi es enter the house. Benny and the children noisily follow

SARAH
Ri chard, we are to be grandparents!

N THE KI TCHEN

As Jesse prepares the neal, the wonen set the table. The nen sit by
the fireplace while the children play in the corner. WIIly pops in
and hugs his nother.

SARAH
Uncle WIly. You have heard the news?

WIly nods as he shakes his father’s hand.

RI CHARD
Getting along with your professors?
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Picking up a potato, Benny tosses it to his father.

BENNY
WIlly will deliver his thesis, “On
the Natural Hi story, Culture, and
Qualities of the Potato.”

Rl CHARD
(holding it up)
The pot at 0?

WLLY
(grabbing it)
What is wong with the potato?
Grandpapa chanpi oned it.

SARAH
Coul d you not have found a nore
appeal i ng topic?

BENNY
Not to worry. He is certain to
attain a degree—hi s grandfat her
founded the school .

WIlly pelts Benny’s butt with it. Mrgaret scow s at her husband.

MARGARET
WIlly has earned his degree. O
that, you can be certain.

SARAH
Enough silly conversation. W can
sit, eat, and tal k nonsense.

The adults gather at one table—the chatty children at another.
Jesse, Sarah, and Elizabeth serve dinner.

Rl CHARD
| suppose the Admi nistration and
Congress are well situated.

BENNY
Tom Paine’s “Rights of Man” caused
quite a stir. My old school nate, John
Qui ncy, has witten a refutati on—

WLLY
Benny secretly published Paine’ s work
at Sec. Jefferson’s request. It seens
Jefferson is at odds with Washi ngton’s
entire Cabi net—especially Ham |ton.

Rl CHARD
As Secretary of State, M. Jefferson
shoul d be nore dipl omati c—above
the fray so to speak



Sarah and Elizabeth take their places.

SARAH
I f he were, who woul d keep “the
Aristocrats” in order?

Rl CHARD
Who are you calling “Aristocrats?”

SARAH
Presi dent WAshi ngt on—or one.

W LLY
And t hat rather obvi ous nonarchi st —
M. Ham | ton.

BENNY
Let’s not forget “H s Hi ghness” John
Adans—a title he bestowed on hinself.

Rl CHARD
The Vice President is harm ess. But
Washi ngt on? May he rue the day he re-
fused ne the Post Master General ship.

MARGARET
W have not said grace.

SARAH
Margaret is right. Children hush
and bow your heads. Richard—

Al'l heads bow.

Rl CHARD
Lord, we hunbly thank Thee for Thy
many bl essi ngs—

SARAH
We especially thank Thee for the
newest nenbers of our famly. Anen.

Rl CHARD
(raising his wine glass)
To Margaret, Benny, and the baby...

SARAH
As a wedding gift, Richard and I
have deci ded to deed you a tenant
house... You should al so be aware
t hat agai nst Papa’s w shes, we have
sol d dianonds fromthe M niature of
King Louis. W plan to travel about
Eur ope and are taking the children,
with the exception of Elizabeth. She,
like my Mama, is petrified of the
hi gh seas. Wuld you | ook after her?
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Benny | ooks to Margaret, who nods.

BENNY
O course. And we are nost grateful
for the house... But tell us, why
have you defied G andpapa’s will?

SARAH
My whole |ife has been spent serving
him and | have but a few regrets—he
never took nme abroad and he never
forgave Wlliam Papa is dead but |
amnot. And as ny brother cannot
conme to ne—should I not go to hinf

Sil ence envel opes the roomas Jesse refills the drinks.

SARAH
The last letter we received fromyou,
Benny, was written four nonths ago.
(looking fondly at Jesse)

You asked if we could enploy Jesse-a
nost splendid idea... In that sane

| etter, you nentioned foregoing the

| egal trade in favor of publishing a
newspaper —

BENNY
The General Advertiser. W have sold
advertisements and subscri ptions.

Ri chard
Have you many takers?

BENNY
WIlly and | have garnered quite a
few fromthe Phil osophical Society.

WLLY
And the Sons of St. Patrick and the
Adopt ed Sons of Pennsylvani a. ..

SARAH
Sounds |i ke the nmakings of a
political party to ne.

BENNY
The Denocratic Party.

SARAH
(wavi ng her finger at Benny)
There will be plenty of squabbling
in the new Capitol. Choose your
allies carefully.

Benny gl ances at his wfe.
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Rl CHARD
Spoken |i ke a Franklin, dear.

BENNY
| agree with Jefferson on nost
matters—but | would prefer to
be nore than his nout hpi ece.

As Jesse clears the enpty plates, Sarah assists her—glinpsing a
bust of Franklin resting on the mantle.

SARAH
Your Grandpapa shared Jefferson’s
phi | osophy of |imted governnent.
He woul d be nost pl eased.

I NT. FRANKLI N COURT — PRI NT SHOP — W NTER DAY

At his desk, an unshaven Benny talks to a portrait of his grand-
father while pouring over papers.

BENNY
Bill, bill, old news, bill. All
| need is noney and news.

As he buries his head in his arnms, a pregnant Margaret opens the
door, deposits a food tray, and tiptoes behind hi mki ssing his neck.

BENNY
Mar gar et ?!

Benny grabs his w fe-huggi ng her stomach before kissing her lips.
Hearing a knock, they hastily straighten-up. The |anky | SRAEL
| SRAEL, 41, enters.

| SRAEL
Excuse ne for intruding.
BENNY
Do come in. | was just tending
to my wi—bills.
| SRAEL
(shaki ng Benny's hand)
| amlIsrael Israel. W have a

nmut ual fri end—Fom Jefferson

BENNY
Delighted to finally neet you. M
wi fe, Margaret..

I srael tips his hat. Margaret carries the tray to Benny' s desk.
MARGARET

We were about to have | unch,
M. Israel. There is plenty.
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| SRAEL
Thank you kindly—but | only stopped
by to discuss business.

MARGARET
(seating Israel)
Then | will |eave you gentl enen al one.
| SRAEL
M. Bache, | admre your work—but

investing in any paper at this
time, even yours, is too risky.

BENNY
| intend to succeed, M. Israel.
Phi | adel phia is nmy home. | was born
not a hundred feet fromthis spot.
| SRAEL
| do not doubt your intentions. | was

present for your passionate speech
before the Phil osophical Society.

At the door, Margaret finds a few gazettes and gives themto Israel.

MARGARET
No one el se dares attack Washi ngton
in print and no one has been nore
supportive of the French Revol ution.

| SRAEL
(rises)
M's. Bache, you are very persuasive.
| will take three subscriptions.
| srael hands Margaret sone coins before |eaving. Benny kisses her
cl enched palm then i ps.

SERI ES OF SHOTS — VARI QUS GAZETTES

Super: Ceneral Advertiser headlines over 1794 U S. map (Vernont and
Kent ucky hi ghli ghted).

Vernont Becones 14th State, March, 1791

Bill O R ghts Ratified, Decenber, 1791

Kent ucky Becones 15th State, June, 1792;

King Louis XVI Beheaded, January, 1793;

France At War Wth Engl and, February, 1793;
Genet Arrives In Anerica, April, 1793;

Washi ngton Procl ains Neutrality, August, 1793;
British Seize Anerican Ships, March, 1794,

Jef ferson Resi gns Cabi net, June, 1794;

EXT. WESTERN PENNSYLVANI A — DAY (OCTOBER 26, 1794)

On horseback, and in full uniform Wshington and Hamlton | ead
t housands of U. S. Cavalry through an open field.



103

I NT. FRANKLI N COURT PRI NT SHOP — AFTERNOON — TWO DAYS LATER

Sporting a five o' clock shadow, Benny sits wi th ALEXANDER DALLAS, 33.
A bearded Irish assistant, WLLI AM DUANE, 35, works the press.

DUANE
M. Dallas, why do you suppose Pres.
Washi ngton and Sec. Hamlton |led an
arny agai nst Pennsyl vani a farmers?

The towering Dallas stands.

DALLAS
Federalists wish to send the nessage,
M . Duane, that they are to be obeyed—
that the whi skey tax nust be paid.
Frankly, uprisings like the Wi skey
Rebel | ion scare the hell out of them
Afraid of the French Revol ution invading
our shores, they curb French mgration.
Fearful of rising social classes, they
repress runaway slaves, Jews, GCernans,
and Irish Catholics.

Benny shows Dallas an Aurora with its “rising sun | ogo” (a half-sun)
and the headl i ne, “Washi ngton Squashes Wi skey Rebellion.”

BENNY
Qur new gazette-soon to be the nost
wi dely read in Anmerica.

DALLAS
Aur or a—Aeani ng, “the dawn.

| mpr essi ve.

BENNY
Qur paper and your organi zation have
boldly rallied the inmgrants. W
have founded a great party.

A very pregnant and dowdy Margaret appears with BEN, JR , 2.
The boy runs to his father.

BEN, JR
Papa, Papal

BENNY
(pi cki ng himup)
How i s ny young Denocrat ?

MARGARET
| amglad you are still here...
Should I borrow ny sister’s dress
for the Ball, Caro Bene?

BENNY

(putting himdown)
Attend a Ball in your condition?
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MARGARET
(stroking her stomach)
The baby is due any day—+ can feel

it. The Ball is three weeks away.
BENNY

Who will ook after the children?
MARGARET

My sister.
DALLAS

You nust attend, Benny.
Handi ng Dallas a “Liberty Cap,” Benny reaches for the door.

DALLAS
Good Day, M's. Bache, M. Duane.

MARGARET
Benny—be hone for supper.

Margaret clings to the door. Duane hands her the mail.

DUANE
Benny has forgotten the post.

MARGARET
He has forgotten a whole |ot nore..
Watch Ben, Jr. for a nonent.
Ben, Jr., and Duane exchange sm | es.
| N THE COURTYARD

MARGARET
Benny? Benny!

Suddenly, a carriage pulls in. Sarah clinbs out and assists Jane.
Mar gar et enbraces them

MARGARET
Mot her Bache, Aunt Jane.
SARAH
Aunt Jane insisted we visit.
JANE
‘Tis ny idea. | just had to see
ny favorite young coupl e.
MARGARET
A nost pl easant surprise... Benny

has gone out for awhile. Let’s
wait for himby the Mil berry
tree—+ will fetch Ben, Jr.
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EXT. /I NT. BLACK BEAR THEATRE — SAME TI ME
Dal | as and Benny, waiting in line, spot a French furniture wagon.

BENNY
Magni ficent. People are actually
buyi ng French furniture—

DALLAS
And drinking French coffee.

Escorted by cavalry, Washington sits enthroned upon a carri age
whil e his coachman steers six horses.

BENNY
| heard even King George Washi ngton
has enpl oyed a French cook.

They chuckl e as Dal |l as pays their adm ssion.
| N THE THEATRE
The house is full. Dallas and Benny stand in the back.

On stage, King Louis XVI appears in full view of a guillotine.
Queen Marie cowers at his feet. As the King | ooks down on her, she
faints. A priest, bearing a small crucifix and a prayer book,
kneel s before him

On first cue, a hooded executioner places the King’s head on the
bl ock. On second cue, the blade drops. The King’s head lands in a
basket. The audience sits in horrified anwe—then reacts favorably.

EXT. FRANKLI N COURT — CONTI NUQUS

Sarah, Jane, and Margaret sit under the Mil berry tree, sipping
| enonade. Ben, Jr., rests in his nother’s | ap.

SARAH
We are very concerned. People are
sayi ng Benny’ s deneanor has changed—
that he is follow ng a ruinous path.
He has witten his father for noney.

JANE

O course, Benny is industrious. But

t he newspaper business is a dreadful
one. And unpai d subscriptions can
only create for you an estate in the
cl ouds. ..

(grasping Margaret’s worn skirt)

...And you, nmy child, were raised to
expect nore fromlife here on earth.

MARGARET
Wil e nuch of what you say is true,
| amstill quite happy...
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EXT. CHESTNUT STREET — SAME TI ME
Benny and Dallas tip their hats to a FRENCH LADY.

FRENCH LADY
Monsi eur Bache. Monsieur Dall as.

DALLAS
Speaki ng as your friend, Benny, |
suggest you take Margot to the Ball.

BENNY
You know | think it frivol ous—

DALLAS
When was the last tinme you
danced with your wfe?

A GERMAN MAN and a scare-faced Scot, SCOITY MACGREGOR, 37, approach.

GERVAN VAN
GQuten tag, Heir Bache.

BENNY
Guten tag.

MACGREGOR

Headed to City Tavern?
Benny nods. He, Dallas, and MacG egor dodge traffic.

BENNY
Any news, Scotty MacG egor?

MACGREGOR
Yel |l ow fever is back

EXT. FRANKLI N COURT - MJULBERRY TREE — CONTI NUOUS
Mar garet, hovering over her relatives, soothes themw th | enonade.

MARGARET
| do not deny our struggle—and I
am concerned for the children. But
| love Benny and his principles.

SARAH
Then | shall have his father |end
t he noney... But bear in mnd

dear—a news editor and his famly
are never really secure.

MARGARET
(sitting with Ben, Jr.)
As Dr. Franklin would say, “Those
who desire a little security over
| i berty deserve neither.”
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JANE
| hope Benny has not inherited ny
brother's dreadful habit of
neglecting his famly.

SARAH
Papa never negl ected us—he just
fancied hinself to be Jonat hon
Swift's “@illiver.”

EXT. CITY TAVERN — SAME TI ME
On a flag-draped porch, Israel and fellow Denbcrats surround the

ostentatious French Anbassador, CITlIZEN GENET, 31 (carrying a
scroll). Benny and Dallas enbrace him McG egor fetches the ale.

BENNY
Bon jour, Anbassador Cenet.
GENET
My fell ow Denocrat—M . Bache.
Genet shoves the scroll in Benny s vest and wal ks away.
| SRAEL

| hope you and your |ovely w ves
will be attending the Ball.
BENNY
(1 ooki ng at Dall as)
W would not miss it.

| SRAEL
Look at Genet. He wal ks around as if
he were King... What have you there?

Wil e MacGr egor serves pints, Benny pulls a gazette fromhis vest.

MACGREGOR
To the new Aurora.

DALLAS
To a new dawn.

| SRAEL
To a new i nvestor.

As the crowd sings the Marseill aise, Benny slips away.

EXT. CHESTNUT STREET - CONTI NUOUS

At kni fepoint, Benny is assaulted and dragged into an all ey.
W LLI AM COBBETT, 50, a dour, burly Englishman with a thick
brogue, uses a British flag to string up his bloodied victim

COBBETT
Look at those girly eyes.
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BENNY
Cobbett, you scoundrel, put nme down.
| have done nothing to harm you.

Slowl y dropping him Cobbett keeps the flag noose in place.

COBBETT
You incited a nob of Denobcrats to
burn ny print shop. | should cut

your treasonous t hr oat .

Sei zi ng the noose, Benny escapes Cobbett’s clutches. The Genet
scroll falls fromhis vest.

BENNY
Because | dare criticize Washi ngton?

COBBETT
Because you are A d Lightning Rod’ s
protégé. As long as you |ive—he
lives. Wthout you, he is nothing.

Benny throws the bl ood-stained flag at Cobbett’s feet and fl ees.
Cobbett picks ups the scroll.

BENNY
You are mad—i ke CGeorge 111!

EXT. FRANKLI N COURT - M NUTES LATER

Benny staggers in. Margaret, rushing to him stunbles as
contractions inmobilize her. Jane and Sarah tend to them

I NT. |1 SRAEL’ S MANSI ON — BALLROOM — NI GHT — THREE WEEKS LATER
Musi ci ans provide cues as Israel introduces VIPs.

| SRAEL
Ladi es and gentlenen, attention pl ease.
| present Secretary of State, Thomas
Jefferson, and his guest, Mary Jones.

Jefferson bows. His stunning conpanion curtsies. Guests appl aud.
The couple greets dignitaries in the receiving line.

| SRAEL
Newl y marri ed Congressnan, Janes
Madi son, and his wife, Dolly.

Guests wildly applaud the charm ng and el egant Dol ly Todd Madi son,
26. The Madi sons follow Jefferson

| SRAEL
Governor Mfflin's Chief of Staff,
WlliamDallas, and his wi fe, Bella.

GQuests politely applaud. M. and Ms. Dallas follow the Madi sons.
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| SRAEL
Newspaper publisher, Benjamn Franklin
Bache and his wife, Mrgaret.

As the Baches appear, guests react unabashedly. The orchestra plays
“Caro M o” and the danci ng conmences.

SERI ES OF SHOTS — VARI QUS GAZETTES

Super: Aurora headlines over 1796 U.S. Map (Tennessee highlighted).

* Yellow Fever Kills 1000, Washington Flees Capitol, August, 1794,
e Jay Hung In Effigy, March, 1795;

* Washington Signs Jay Treaty, August, 1795;

e Treaty Wth Spain Approved, March, 1796;

* Tennessee Becones 16th State, June, 1796;

e France Voids Treaty Wth U. S., July, 1796;

e Washington Recalls French Anbassador Janmes Monroe, August, 1796;
* Washington Delivers Farewel|l Address, Septenber, 1796.

EXT. H GH STREET — DUSK (NOVEMBER 1, 1796)

Four horsenen gallop to the gated archway at Franklin Court.
EXT. FRANKLI N COURT PRI NT SHOP — DUSK - CONTI NUOUS

A slightly bearded Benny prepares bundl es of broadsi des and voting
cards. Dallas and Duane assist him JOHN BECKLEY, 35, a stocky,
ci gar-snoki ng Denocrat operative, whistles for his riders.

DALLAS
We must stop Adanms, M. Beckl ey.

BECKLEY
(treading on his cigar)
“Hi s Suprene Hi ghness” will be crushed.

The four horseman surface. Dallas and Duane pack their saddl es.

DALLAS
W are | oading themup with hundreds
of broadsi des and voting cards.

BECKLEY
What is in the broadsi de?

DUANE
The case for President Jefferson
and the Denocr ats.

BENNY
It refers to Jefferson’s belief in
limted government and his authorship
of the Declaration. It warns that an
Adanms victory would bring further
Federali st tyranny, a pact with
Engl and, and war with France.



110

BECKLEY

(l'ighting a new cigar)
Ri ders, listen-up. Pennsylvania and
Maryl and are the key to victory.

(punctuates remarks with cigar)
Ht our allies—farnmers and ranchers—
first. The day before the el ection,
hit the townsfol k. The Federalists

and Hamlton will not have time to
respond... Riders, are you ready?
HORSEMEN
Yes, sir!
BECKLEY
Godspeed!

SERI ES OF SHOTS — BALLOT DELI VERY
The horsenmen deliver ballots in rural, then urban areas.

| NT. / EXT. FRANKLI N COURT HOUSE - PARLOR — SPRI NG DAY

On the sofa, Margaret knits while Benny reads a gazette. Ben, Jr.

5, FRANKLIN, 3, and YOUNG RI CHARD, 1, play w th wooden bl ocks.

BENNY
Damm t hose Federali sts.

MARGARET
Il will not have you swearing
in front of the children.

BENNY
Adans stole the el ection.

MARGARET
The race was so very cl ose.

BENNY
This surely nmeans war with France.

MARGARET
Maybe not. M. Jefferson will be
Vi ce President.

BENNY
Only if Washington steps down.

Suddenly, a rock crashes through the w ndowrearly hitting young
Richard. Benny leaps in the crying boy’s direction. Ben, Jr.,
and Franklin run to their nother. Benny hands her the toddler,

t hen picks up the rock—#inding an attached note.

BENNY
(openi ng the door)
Cowar ds!
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MARGARET
Cl ose the door. Do you want
sonet hing horri bl e happening to
your wi fe and sons?

Shutting it, Benny huddles with his famly.

BENNY

How are my brave Denocrats?
MARGARET

Alittle scared, | should think.
BENNY

The scapegraces woul d be pl eased.
MARGARET

What if you had not been home?
BENNY

When am | not by your side?
MARGARET

And the chil dren?
BENNY

They will survive.
MARGARET

What does the note say?

BENNY
(hesi tating)
It reads, “to Bache, Jacobin and
traitor, your days are few.”

MARGARET
Must you conti nue publishing?

Benny drops the rock and returns a | ook of disbelief.

MARGARET
You are as stubborn as your G and..

Grabbi ng his cudgel, he wal ks to the door

MARGARET
Where are you goi ng?

BENNY
To the print shop—+ need to think.
| would I'ike you and the boys to
pack for Settle Farm

MARGARET
W are not |eaving wthout you.
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EXT. /I NT. FRANKLI N COURT - PRI NT SHOP - CONTI NUOUS

Benny storns in, slans the door, and crinkles the note—throw ng
it at a painting of Dr. Franklin.

BENNY

I will kill Cobbett.

(talking to the portrait)
Tell me. What should | do next?
Surrender? Send ny wife and sons
away? Sending | oved ones away was
easy for you... | was just a boy
when you plucked ne fromny famly,
then sent ne away. But you had
designs on ne. | was to be your
protegé. Your sons could not and
Tenpl e refused—he knew t he burden
woul d be unbearable. So, |like a
master scul ptor, you nolded ne in
your i mage.

He tearfully searches around. Finding an Anerican flag and
“Kingbird,” he grabs both.

BENNY
Until now, | never felt trapped in
your shadow. | enbraced your | egacy
and chanpi oned your ideas because
they were, l|ike you, virtuous.
Servi ng your country and enlightening
humanity seened effortl ess—you hid
your sacrifice and suffering in your
good and curious nature. | only
ever wished to be a | awer, to be
happy, and to be as good as you-Rot
to beconme you. Free ne of your
burden! Free ne... Free ne.

Wth the flag, Benny drapes his grandfather’s |ikeness.

BENNY
For gi ve me—+ forgive you.

Sobbi ng uncontrol Il ably, he sinks to the floor.
EXT. DELAVWARE RI VERFRONT - DAY
A cl ean-shaven Benny presents Ben, Jr., with "Kingbird."

BENNY
Your great-grandfather gave ne this
kite when | was your age. He would
have wanted you to have it.

BEN, JR
Did he teach you to fly?
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Smling, Benny directs his son through the flying process.

BENNY
When you wish to fly on your own,
put the kite on the ground, |et out
the string, and wal k a few paces—
agai nst the wind. As your pace
qui ckens, the kite will rise.

BEN, JR.
Way not wal k with the w nd?

The kite becones airborne.

BENNY
The course of | east resistance, Ben,
Jr., is often the | east enlightened.
BEN, JR

Look Papa, | amflying.

BENNY
(to hinself)
Li ke a ki ngbird.

I NT. CONGRESS HALL — | NAUGURATI ON DAY (APRIL, 1797)

A portrait of the U S. Chief Justice adm nistering the Presidential
Cath to John Adans cones to life. Benny enters a packed hall of
dignitaries and well-wi shers. He squeezes next to Duane in the

st andi ng ar ea.

ADAMS
| pledge to support the Constitution
of the United States to the utnost
of ny power. And may that Being, who
is suprenme over all, continue His
bl essi ng upon this nation and give
it all possible success consistent
with the ends of H s providence.

Spont aneous appl ause erupts. The audience rises. President Adans
mar ches down the aisle.

DUANE
(to Benny)
There will be no King CGeorge—
Washi ngt on has relinqui shed.

Washi ngton notions Jefferson to follow Adans. Jefferson hesitates.
Washi ngton waits upon him Houdon’s “Bust of Franklin” observes
froma shelf atop the front entrance.
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EXT. FRANKLI N COURT - GARDEN PARTY - DAY (JULY 4, 1798)

As a band plays patriotic tunes, guests wave sparklers and fl ags.
A nmob invades. The nusic stops. Benny confronts Cobbett.

BENNY
British |l oyalists do not cel ebrate
| ndependence Day, but the rest of us
do—so take your cronies and get out.

COBBETT
Ladi es and Gentl enen, an agent of
Tal | eyrand and the French, M. Bache.

BENNY
(aimng his cane at hinm
Prove it, Cobbett.

COBBETT
(waving a scroll)
We have the docunent.

BENNY
It is a counterfeit.

COBBET
Trai tor—your arrest is immnent.

BENNY
Federal i sts have expel |l ed i nnocent
i mm grants under the Alien and
Sedition Acts—but they will never
succeed in prosecuting ne.

Guests applaud. Duane energes fromthe shop.

COBBETT
Benny Bache, friend of the French and
the Irish—we treat you as we would a
dog, a Turk, a Jacobin, or a Jew.

DUANE
Cobbett attacks this man because he
prints the truth—rance does not seek
war —engl and does. The Brits al ready
have the bl ood of 100,000 Anericans—

Cobbett lunges at Duane’s throat. Benny intervenes with his cudgel.

BENNY
It is ny throat you want—but it is
ny stick you will get—+f you do
not nove off ny property.

COBBETT
You nean your Papa’s property... You
cannot afford the shirt on your back.
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Am d the snickering, Benny uses his cudgel for dramatic effect.

BENNY
The X, Y, Z Affair has nmaddened the
| i kes of you. President Adans cl anors
for war because French M nister
Tal | eyrand sought a bribe from our
gover nnent ?

Sonme shout, “Hear, hear.”

COBBETT
The French al so seize our ships. Even
Washi ngt on has forsaken retirenent to
| ead an armny agai nst them

BENNY
Strange. The Brits control our ports—
yet you do not seek war with Engl and.
(pleading with the crowd)
We nust remain neutral. Qur nation
is not yet ready for war.

COBBETT
Whi ch nation is that, Bache, Anerica
or France?

BENNY
Nei t her the frowns of nen nor the
al lurenment of riches could alter
ny allegiance to Anmeri ca.

A gun shot bl ast disperses the uproarious cromd. As a sheriff
det ai ns Benny, an expectant Margaret hastens to his side.

INT. OLD G TY HALL COURTROOM — TWO WEEKS LATER

Citizens pack the gallery. Dallas and Israel sit at the defense
table. Wiile Benny stands in the prisoner’s dock, Cobbett postures
before a distingui shed-1ooking JUDGE, 60.

JUDGE
M. Cobbett, you claimto possess a
docunent proving M. Bache has spied
for Talleyrand, Mnister of France?

Cobbett nervously hands hima scroll.

JUDGE
How did you obtain this docunment?

COBBETT
An anonynpbus source, your Honor.
Bache evidently dropped it in the
street.
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A fewin the stunned crowd yell, “Liar.” The Judge pounds his gavel.

JUDGE
Is this true, M. Bache?

BENNY
In part, yes... Several years ago, at
City Tavern, Anbassador Genet shoved
a scroll in ny vest. Monents |ater
| left the tavern and was assaul ted
by Cobbett. The scroll went m ssing.

COBBETT
He is lying! Your Honor—

JUDGE
M . Bache, have you any w tnesses?

BENNY
Only to ny former injuries.

JUDGE
(exam ni ng the docunent)
Interesting, the French seal iIs

m ssing... Furthernore, | have an
official copy of Talleyrand s
signature. It does not conpare

with the one in this letter.

COBBETT
There nust be sone m st ake.

JUDGE
It appears to be in your judgnent.

Several in the gallery snicker

JUDGE
M. Bache, | amdism ssing this charge.
(appl ause, then gavel, erupt)
But you are hereby under arrest for
your published attacks agai nst the
President of the United States. Bai
is set at four thousand doll ars.

A sense of shock cl oaks the courtroom

DALLAS
What | aw has M. Bache broken?

JUDGE
He has all egedly broken The Sedition
Act, M. Dallas. As editor of the
Aurora, M. Bache has voiced vile
criticisns of President Adans.



BENNY
The first right of a freeman is
to speak and publish his sentinents.

Many shout, “Hear, hear.”

JUDGE
Atrial wll convene Cctober 1,
1798 in the year of our Lord.
This courtroomis adjourned.

Duane, Dallas, and Israel surround Benny. A court officer
him As Margaret and her sons approach, Duane bl ocks their view.

| SRAEL
I will inmediately post bail.

EXT. /1 NT. PHI LADELPH A — SUMVER DAY

A scorching sun pierces a lifeless city. Row house after
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handcuf fs

row house

appears still. 1In the quiet corner of a small room Benny assists

Dr. Rush as he bleeds Scotty MacG egor.

BENNY
Why nust yell ow fever and death so
readily visit the poor, Dr. Rush?

RUSH
At least, in Amrerica, the poor nmnust
not remai n so. Your grandfather
proved the point... But in the end,
Benny, death is the great equalizer.
(cl osing MacG egor’s eyes)
Sooner or later, it comes for us all.

I NT. FRANKLI N COURT HOUSE - BLUE ROOM — DAY

On the sofa, Benny studies a docunent. Margaret
a letter. The Bache boys play with | ogs.

MARGARET
Your nother has witten to w sh
you a happy 29" birthday. She begs
us to celebrate it at Settle Farm
where “the river is cool, the trees
are green, and the air is pure...”
Are you |istening dear?

Benny, still pouring over the docunent, nods.

MARGARET AND SARAH (VO
“...There are no nosquitoes, no
yel |l ow fever, and no Cobbett...”

SARAH (VO
“We will swmin the river, talk,
sing, and enjoy the evening breeze.”

(pregnant)

r eads



118

Mar garet noves to the armof Benny' s chair and ni bbles on his ear.

BENNY
Sounds inviting—take the children.

MARGARET
Al'l of us should go, Caro Bene.
| amin no condition—
BENNY
I f the poor cannot flee—how can |?
Besi des, who would be left to fight
Cobbett and the Federalists?

MARGARET
Must we al ways be fighting Cobbett
and the Federalists? Isn't it
enough that you are to stand trial?
(feeling his forehead)
Ch, Benny, you are warnl  You have
not caught the fever?

Ri sing, he holds up the docunent.

BENNY
Today we received word that the
French are relenting. They want
peace. The Aurora nust proclaimit.
W nust | et Adans and the
Federal i sts know t hat freedom of
the press shall not be infringed.

MARGARET
For the sake of the children.

Margaret falters froma contraction. Benny positions her
confortably, then grabs his cudgel.

BENNY
| will fetch Dr. Rush. Ben, Jr.
wat ch over your Mana.

BEN, JR
Yes, Papa.

EXT. PH LADELPH A - CONTI NUOUS

Partially covered corpses, infested with flies and nmaggots,
| ine the cobbl estone streets and Benny’ s path.

| NT. / EXT. FRANKLI N COURT - PRI NT SHOP/ HOUSE - NI GHT

Mar garet assists Duane. Benny rests in a nakeshift bed beside her.
Near by, the BABY sleeps in a cradle. The Bache boys tussle about.

MARGARET
Qui et down. Your father is very sick.
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DUANE
Have you naned t he baby?

Mar gar et
(wi pi ng Benny’ s brow)
Hart man Tenpl e—after ny father
and Benny’ s cousi n.

BENNY
It is no use. | amon fire.

Drying his drenched body, Margaret wraps himin a |ight blanket.
She and Duane ready a stretcher.

BENNY
W nmust stop the war—

MARGARET
Save your strength, Benny.

BENNY
s the Aurora ready?

After retrieving a hangi ng gazette, Duane notices tears falling
down Margaret’s despondent face.

MARGARET
Hel p me nove himto the parlor

In a funeral -1i ke procession, Duane, Margaret, and the boys march
Benny fromthe print shop to the house. Ben, Jr., carries the baby.

| N THE BLUE ROOM
They lay Benny on a sofa. Margaret kneels at his side.

BENNY
Rai se our sons to be virtuous and free.

MARGARET

| love you, nmy Caro Bene—ny Kingbird.

Ben, Jr., Franklin, Richard...
As the boys |lineup beside their father, Duane takes the baby from
Ben, Jr. Margaret places her arms under her husband’ s head and
softly sings “Caro Mo.” Benny stares at his grandfather’s portrait.
FLASHBACK — SCENES OF BENNY' S LI FE
BACK TO PRESENT
Benny’'s lifeless eyes shift upon his wife and tearful sons.

BENNY
You nmust carry on.

Mar garet buries her head in her husband’ s chest and weeps.
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| NT. / EXT. FRANKLI N COURT - PRI NT SHOP — DAWN

A newsboy gat hers papers in the windowfront office of the Aurora.
Upon | eaving, he reads the headline, “Bache D es, France Ends Naval
Bl ockade” and wal ks westward on Hi gh Street, delivering the news.

MARGARET (VO
The Friends of Civil Liberty and
patrons of the Aurora are infornmed
that Benjam n Franklin Bache has
fallen victimto the plague which
ravi shes this city. |In ordinary
times, the |l oss of such a man woul d
be a source of public sorrow

A lone kingbird glides above the State House in the opposite
direction of the boy, whose path it nearly crosses.

MARGARET (VO
In these tinmes, nmen who see and
think and feel for their country
and posterity can al one appreciate
the |l oss; the loss of a man
inflexible in virtue, appalled by
power or persecution, and who, in
dyi ng, knew no anxieties but what
were excited by his apprehensions
for his country and young famly.

The bird soars past Franklin Court and around the Christ Church
steeple until seem ngly reaching the sun rising over the Del aware.

MARGARET (VO
This calamty suspends the Aurora,
but for a few days only. Wen such
arrangenents shall have been nade as
are necessary to ensure its wanted
character of intelligence and energy,
it will appear under the direction of
hi s wi dow—Phi | adel phi a, Septenber 11,
1798—ene o’ cl ock in the norning.

Fade out.

SUPERI MPOSE

A few nonths foll owi ng Benny Bache's death, the Adans Adm ni stration
ceased its undeclared war on France (a war, nost historians agree,
the fledgling United States of 1798 could not have won).

A year later, Margaret Bache married WIIliam Duane. Together, they
rai sed the Bache boys and continued publishing the Aurora.
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Upon his election as President in 1800, Jefferson credited Bache,
and the Denocratic Party they founded, with his victory—alling it
"the Second Anerican Revolution.” The Alien and Sedition Acts were
abol i shed and Freedom of the Press restored.

In 1823, after carelessly editing his grandfather’ s papers—eaving
them scattered about a Parisian farmouse—enple Franklin died a
broken, lonely, and forgotten man.

Today, the Denocratic Party still stands—saking it the ol dest
political party in the Wstern Hem sphere.

Benjam n Franklin (1706-1790).
Benjami n Franklin Bache (1769-1798).

Kingbird n (1769) 1 : a snmall Anmerican bird noted for its courage
in attacking | arger birds, even hawks and eagl es.

THE END



